Date & Time:  3/2/2026 | 10:00 AM
Location: SL.DMWA Boardroom

Notice of Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting / Joint
Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting-Special Board
Workshop

842 6th Street, Los Banos
(List of Member/Alternate Telephonic Locations Attached)

Public Participation Information

Join Zoom Webinar -
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82514872463?pwd=fmDUmoeNojucoCTAfEjg8tlcJaNy33.1

NOTE: Any member of the public may address the Water Resources Committee/Board concerning any item on the
agenda before or during consideration of that item.

Because the notice provides for a regular meeting of the Water Resources Committee (“WRC?”) and a joint regular
WRC Meeting/Special Board workshop, Board Directors/Alternates may discuss items listed on the agenda;
however, only WRC Members/Alternates may correct or add to the agenda or vote on action items.

NOTE FURTHER: Meeting materials have been made available to the public on the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water
Authority’s website, https://www.sldmwa.org, and at the Los Banos Administrative Office, 842 6th Street, Los
Banos, CA 93635.

Agenda
Item Topic Lead
1. Callto Order/Roll Call
2. Water Resources Committee to Consider Additions or Corrections to the

Agenda for the Water Resources Committee Meeting only, as Authorized

by Government Code Section 54950 et seq.
3. Opportunity for Public Comment — Any member of the public may address

the Water Resources Committee/Board concerning any matter not on the

agenda, but within the Committee or Board’s jurisdiction. Public comment

is limited to no more than three minutes per person. For good cause, the

Chair of the Water Resources Committee may waive this limitation.

ACTION ITEMS

4. Approval of February 2, 2026 Meeting Minutes
5. Recommendation to Board of Directors to Adopt Staff Petersen

Recommendation for Positions on Legislation


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82514872463?pwd=fmDUmoeNojuooCTAfEjg8tIcJaNy33.1
https://www.sldmwa.org/
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WRC Regular Meeting / Joint WRC Regular Meeting-Special BOD Workshop

March 2, 2026

10.
11.

12.
13.

A. S. 3738 (Padilla), Making Our communities Resilient through
Enhancing Water for Agriculture, Technology, the Environment,
and Residences (MORE WATER) Act

REPORT ITEMS

Update on Status of Golden Mussels

Executive Director’s Report

(May include reports on activities within the Water Resources
Committee’s jurisdiction re: 1) CVP/SWP water operations; 2) California
infrastructure projects; 3) regulation of the CVP/SWP; 4) existing or
possible new State and Federal policies; 5) Water Authority activities)

Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities
(May include reports on federal, state, and local agency regulatory,
legislative, and administrative water policy/resources activities)

Update on Water Operations and Forecasts
Committee Member Reports
Closed Session

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL — ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Initiation of Litigation Pursuant to paragraph (4) of Subdivision (d) of Gov. Code
Section 54956.9 - 3 potential cases

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) or (3) of Subdivision
(d) of Gov. Code Section 54956.9 - 2 potential cases

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION
Existing Litigation Pursuant to paragraph (1) of Subdivision (d) of Gov. Code
Section 54956.9

A. California Sportfishing Protection Alliance (CSPA), et al. v. Nickels, et al., U.S.
District Court, E.D. Cal., Case No. 2:11-cv-02980; 9th Cir. Case No. 23-15599;
U.S. Supreme Court Case No. 25-989 (GBP Citizen Suit)

B. CSPA, et al. v. State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), et al., Sac. Co.
Superior Court, Case No. 34-2021-80003761 (2021 TUCP Order)

C. CSPA, et al. v. SWRCB, et al., Sac. Co. Superior Court, Case No. 34-2021-
80003763 (2021 Temp. Mgmt. Plan)

D. SWRCB, Administrative Hearings Office, Petitions for Change of California
Department of Water Resources (DWR) Water Right Permits, Delta
Conveyance Project (DWR Change Petition)

E. Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority, et al. v. DWR, et al., Sacramento Co. Superior
Court, Case No. 24WM000183 (SWP 2024 EIR Challenge)

Return to Open Session

Report from Closed Session, if any, Required by Government Code
Section 54957.1

Arroyave,
Petersen,
Meyer

Barajas

Petersen

Arroyave

Akroyd



WRC Regular Meeting / Joint WRC Regular Meeting-Special BOD Workshop

Q Meeting Agenda March 2, 2026

14. Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2(a)(3)
15. ADJOURNMENT

Persons with a disability may request disability-related modification or accommodation by contacting Cheri Worthy
or Sandi Ginda at the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Office, 842 6™ Street, P.O. Box 2157, Los Banos,
California, via telephone at (209) 826-9696, or via email at cheri.worthy@sldmwa.org. Requests should be made as
far in advance as possible before the meeting date, preferably 3 days in advance of regular meetings or 1 day in
advance of special meetings/workshops.

This agenda has been prepared as required by the applicable laws of the State of California, including but not limited
to, Government Code Section 54950 et seq. and has not been prepared with a view to informing an investment
decision in any of the Authority’s bonds, notes, or other obligations. Any projections, plans or other forward-looking
statements included in the information in this agenda are subject to a variety of uncertainties that could cause any
actual plans or results to differ materially from any such statement. The information herein is not intended to be
used by investors or potential investors in considering the purchase or sale of the Authority’s bonds, notes or other
obligations and investors and potential investors should rely only on information filed by the Authority on the
Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board’s Electronic Municipal Market Access System for municipal securities
disclosures, maintained on the World Wide Web at htips://emma.msrb.org/.
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SLDMWA WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING TELEPHONIC LOCATIONS
MARCH 2, 2026

15671 W. Oakland Ave
Five Points, CA 93624

5750 Almaden Expressway
SanJose, CA95118



Date & Time: 2/2/2026 | 10:00 AM

Location: SLDMWA Boardroom
842 6th Street, Los

San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Water Resources Committee
Regular Meeting and Joint Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting —

Special Board Workshop Minutes

Attendance

Committee Members Present

Ex-Officio: Cannon Michael

William Bourdeau
Division 1: Anthea Hansen, Member
Division 2: Lon Martin, Alternate
Division 3: Chris White, Member
Division 4: Vince Gin, Member

Dana Jacobson, Alternate
Division 5: Absent

Board of Directors Present

Division 1: Anthea Hansen, Director

Division 2: Justin Diener, Director
William Bourdeau, Director
Lon Martin, Alternate

Division 3: Chris White, Alternate
Jarrett Martin, Director
Cannon Michael, Director

Division 4: Dana Jacobson, Member
Brett Miller, Alternate
Division 5: Absent

Authority Representatives Present

Federico Barajas, Executive Director

Pablo Arroyave, Chief Operating Officer

Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director
Rebecca Akroyd, General Counsel

Rebecca Harms, Deputy General Counsel
Ray Tarka, Director of Finance

Jaime McNeil, Engineering Manager

Eddie Reyes, Information Systems Technician

Others Present

Wilson Orvis, Friant Water Authority
Ron Milligan, Milligan Consulting (ZOOM)

Agenda
Item Topic Lead
1. Call to Order/Roll Call - The meeting was called to order by Chair

William Bourdeau at approximately 10:00 a.m. and roll was called.

2 Additions or Corrections to the Agenda of Items, as authorized by
Government Code Section 54950 et seq. - No additions or corrections.

3. Opportunity for Public Comment - No public comment.

4. Water Resources Committee to Consider Approval of the December
8, 2025 Meeting Minutes — Chair William Bourdeau deemed the
December 8, 2025 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.



Water Resources Committee

Q Meeting Minutes 2/2/2026

5. Recommendation to the Board of Directors to Adopt Staff Petersen

Recommendation on Positions on Legislation

a. H.R. 6639 (Gray), Water Agency and Transparency Enhancement
Review (Water) Act (Favor & Amend)

b. H.R. 6640 (Gray), Build Now Act (Favor)

c. H.R.6641 (Gray), Central Valley Water Solution Act (Support & Amend)

d. A.B. 35 (Alvarez), Safe Drinking Water, Wildlife Prevention, Drought
Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024: Administrative
Procedures Act: exemption: program guidelines and selection criteria
(Ratify Support Position)

Water Policy Director Scott Petersen reviewed the staff
recommendations for positions on four pieces of legislation: HR 6639,
H.R. 6640, HR 6641, and A.B. 35. Petersen answered questions
throughout the presentation.

M/S - Motion by Member Vince Gin, seconded by Member Chris
White, the Committee recommended adoption of the staff
recommendations for positions on H.R. 6239 (Gray), H.R. (Gray), H.R.
6641 (Gray), and A.B. 35. Vote: Ayes - Michael, Bourdeau, Hansen, Lon
Martin, White, Gin; Nays — 0; Abstentions - 0.

6. Recommendation to the Board of Directors to Adopt Resolution Arroyave/McNeil
Adopting Mitigated Negative Declaration/CEQA Findings of Fact and
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for the DMC Subsidence
Correction Project — Chief Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave reviewed
the documents included in the packet. Arroyave reported that the
Authority has determined that the proposed Project, as mitigated, would
not have a significant impact on the environment. Arroyave reported that
through the proposed resolution, the Board would adopt the MND,
including CEQA findings of Fact, and a Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Plan (MMRP) to require that all reasonably feasible mitigation
measures be implemented by means of Project conditions, agreements,
or other measures, as set forth in the MMRP. Arroyave reported that
following adoption of the resolution the Authority would file a Notice of
Determination. General Counsel Rebecca Akroyd noted that the CEQA
action is for the entire project, but the Board will be approving contracts
for phases along the way. Staff answered questions throughout the
presentation.

M/S - Motion by Member Chris White, seconded by Alternate Lon
Martin, the Committee recommended adoption of the resolution
adopting Mitigated Negative Declaration/CEQA Findings of Fact and
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for the DMC Subsidence
Correction Project. Vote: Ayes - Michael, Bourdeau, Hansen, Lon Martin,
White, Gin; Nays - 0; Abstentions — 0.

7. Executive Director’s Report Barajas
a. Tour of Facilities for NOAA Fisheries Official — Executive Director
Federico Barajas reported that Assistant NOAA Administrator Solér
is touring CVP facilities the week of February 23, 2026, and the Water
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10.
11.

12.

13.

Authority is providing a tour of Jones Pumping Plant. Barajas reported
that if Committee members are interested in attending to please let
Chief Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave know.

b. ACWA GM Group - Executive Director Federico Barajas reported
that ACWA has established a GM group to assist prioritizing water
issues for the new California governor, once elected. Barajas asked
for feedback regarding priorities for the new administration.

c. Friant Water Authority New CEO - Executive Director Federico
Barajas reported that Johnny Amaral is the new CEO for the Friant
Water Authority.

d. Letter to the President regarding Shasta Funding - Board Chair
Cannon Michael reported that a letter is circulating urging the
President to allocate funds from the "One Big Beautiful Bill Act" to
pursue the Shasta enlargement project, and the Authority will share
the letter if requested.

Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities — Water Policy Director
Scott Petersen provided an update regarding Action 5, WQCP
comments, the Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley and the San
Joaquin Valley Collaborative Action Program. Petersen answered
questions throughout the presentation.

Update on Water Operations and Forecasts — Chief Operating Officer
Pablo Arroyave reported that a change order was issued yesterday
reducing Jones Pumping Plant operations to one unit, due to the D1641
Port Chicago requirement. Arroyave introduced consultant Ron Milligan,
who provided information regarding CVP supply, reservoir storage,
allocations, snowpack, and operations. Milligan and Arroyave answered
questions throughout the presentation.

Committee Member Reports — No reports.

Agenda Items 11-13: Closed Session - Chair William Bourdeau
adjourned the open session to address the items listed on the Closed
Session Agenda at approximately 10:52 a.m. Upon return to open
session at approximately 11:23 a.m., Chair William Bourdeau reported
that no reportable actions were taken in closed session.

Agenda Item 14: Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section
54954.2(a)(3) - No reports.

Agenda Item 15: Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at
approximately 11:24 a.m.

Petersen

Arroyave,
Milligan

Akroyd
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To: SLDMWA Water Resources Committee Members and Alternates / Board of Directors and Alternates
From: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director
Date: March 2, 2026

RE: Water Resources Committee to Consider Recommendations on Legislation / Board of Directors to
Consider Same

Recommendation

Recommend to the Water Resources Committee and Board of Directors to adopt the following positions on
legislation:

Federal Legislation

e Adopt a position of “Support and Amend” on S. 3738 (Padilla), Making Our communities Resilient
through Enhancing Water for Agriculture, Technology, the Environment and Residences (MORE
WATER) Act

Federal Legislation

S. 3738 (Padilla), Making Our communities Resilient through Enhancing Water
for Agriculture, (MORE WATER) Act

RECOMMENDATION: Support and Amend

POLICY SCOPE: Water Supply Reliability, Water Quality and Resource Management,
Funding and Finance

Summary

The bill reauthorizes the large-scale water recycling and reuse program with $450 million in funding from
fiscal year 2028 to 2032. It establishes a Water Conveyance Improvement Program that provides grants to
eligible entities for conveyance projects that deliver water supply, safe drinking water for low-income
communities, or environmental benefits. The program includes specific requirements for multi-benefit
projects, such as a minimum of 50% of projects providing safe drinking water or environmental benefits and
mandates a phased funding approach with a defined ratio of funds. Additionally, the bill authorizes $500
million for conveyance projects and $550 million for new water recycling and reuse projects, while also
including provisions to deauthorize inactive Reclamation projects and ensure alighment with environmental
and public health goals.



Memo to SLDMWA Water Resources Committee and Board Members - Legislation
March 2, 2026

Section by Section

Section 1, Short Title

This section indicates that this Act may be cited as the “MORE WATER Act” (Making Our communities
Resilient through Enhancing Water for Agriculture, Technology, the Environment and Residences
Act).

Section 2, Reauthorization of Large-Scale Water Recycling Program.

This section primarily reauthorizes the large-scale water recycling program for 5 more years, through
the end of 2031. Paragraphs (4) and (5).

The reauthorization gives Reclamation the authority to fund feasibility studies for large-scale water
recycling projects, which a recent GAO report pointed out was missing from the original
authorization, causing Reclamation inefficiently to have to fund feasibility studies separately.
Paragraph (2).

Reclamation is given 60 days rather than the 30 days in the original authorization to notify Congress
after finding specific large-scale water recycling projects to be feasible. Paragraph (3). This also
responds to a recommendation in the recent GAO report.

The reauthorization includes language similar to that in the Water Infrastructure Investments (WIIN)
Act of 2016 to ensure that if the Large-Scale Water Recycling Program is not reauthorized for any
reason in the future, large-scale water recycling projects at that time do not lose their authorization
and have to stop work in the middle of construction and wait until they get a new Congressional
authorization. Paragraph (4) ensures that these projects remain authorized even if the program
expires, and paragraph (1) defines construction so that even projects in the latter stages of design
remain authorized even if the program expires.

Paragraph (5) authorizes $450 million in appropriations for the program over 5 years, the same
amount as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law appropriated for the program over the 5 years from 2021
through 2026.

Section 3, Water Conveyance Improvements Program. (see “How the Multi-Benefit Conveyance Program
Works in the MORE WATER ACT” for a more in-depth discussion)

This section establishes a programmatic authorization for Reclamation assistance to Federal and

non-Federal conveyance projects where individual projects do not need to get Congressional

authorization as long as they fit within the parameters of the program.

Subsection (a) and (b) define key terms and establish the program.

Subsections (c) and (d) establish requirements for Reclamation-led conveyance projects and non-

Federal conveyance projects. The requirements are closely patterned after those established for

Reclamation-led projects and state-led projects in section 4007 of the WIIN Act. Projects must be

feasible, as determined by the Secretary for Federal projects and by the sponsor with the Secretary’s

concurrence for non-Federal projects; and must have secured a commitment for sufficient funding

to meet the non-Federal cost share.

Subsection (e) establishes Federal cost-share requirements: The basic Federal cost-share is 50%

[subsection (e)(1)], and Federal funding shall be in the form of grants, or nonreimbursable funding for

Federal projects [subsection (j)].

o What the Federal funding can be spent on depends on the type of projects. Projects that are

not multi-benefit can spend the Federal cost-share solely on water supply benefits, or on
some combination of water supply benefits and other benefits [subsection (e)(2)].

2|Page
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o Multi-benefit projects can spend their Federal cost-share as follows [subsection (e)(3)]:
= Federal funding up to 30% of the project cost can be spent flexibly on water supply or
other benefits as described in subsection (€)(2).
= Additional Federal funding of 20% of the project cost must be used for quantified and
significant safe drinking water benefits (potable water consistent with Federal and
State standards) for low-income populations or for quantified and significant
environmental benefits. The eligible entity must negotiate the project’s specific safe
drinking water benefits for low-income populations or environmental benefits with
stakeholders representing these interests. Subsection (e)(4).
o Permissible forms of the non-Federal cost share include:
=  WIFIA loans up to 80% of the project’s total cost per the rules of WIFIA; and
= State Revolving Funds [subsection (e)(5)].

e Special provisions applicable to multi-benefit projects are set forth in subsection (f): All authorized
projects with a total cost over $800 million, and half the projects with a total cost below that amount,
must be multi-benefit projects [subsection (f)(1)].

o Various flexible ways project sponsors can provide quantified and significant safe drinking
water benefits for low-income communities are set forth in subsection (f)(2).

o Water district delivery of drinking water shall constitute safe drinking water under the terms
of the section if either existing facilities or planned facilities with viable funding sources
including Federal and state funding will be available to treat the water or an equivalent
amount of exchanged water to meet Federal and State standards [subsection (f)(2)(B)].
Nothing in this section requires water districts to pay for treatment of water delivered to low-
income populations other than those to which the water districts have a contractual
responsibility to treat the water [subsection (f)(2)(D)].

o Various flexible ways project sponsors can provide quantified and significant environmental
benefits are set forth in subsection (f)(3).

o The Secretary must ensure that the collective group of multi-benefit projects funded have a
mix of environmental benefits and safe drinking water benefits for low-income communities
[subsection (f)(4)]. To the maximum extent practicable at least half of the projects must have
environmental benefits, and at least half must have safe drinking water benefits for low-
income communities. Projects with both types of benefits count in each category, so more
than half of the projects could have each type of benefits.

o Construction of the core conveyance project may begin while the eligible entity sponsoring
the project is negotiating the specific contours of drinking water for low-income community
benefits or environmental benefits [subsection (f)(5)]. This provision allows for up to two
years of initial construction funding solely for water supply benefits, as long as:

= The project proponent commits to add environmental benefits or drinking water
benefits for low-income communities when they receive more Federal funding later;

= They are in active negotiations with representatives for low-income communities or
the environment; and

= They submit their proposal for additional Federal funding for safe drinking water
benefits for low-income communities or the environment within two years of first
receiving Federal construction funding for the project.

3|Page
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o After two years of initial construction funding for any Federal benefit, remaining project
funding must be allocated 60% for any of a broad range of benefits including water supply,
and 40% for safe drinking water for low-income communities or environmental benefits
[subparagraph (D) of subsection (f)(5)]. These proportions match the 30%-20% split between
Federal funding for any of a broad range of benefits including water supply, and Federal
funding for safe drinking water for low-income communities or environmental benefits.

e Subsection (g) describes criteria for the Secretary’s selection of projects.

e Subsection (h) precludes the Secretary’s establishment of any total dollar cost cap for funding of
specific conveyance projects under this section.

e Subsection (i) excludes any new conveyance facility that costs over $5 billion from receiving funding
under this section.

e Subsection (j) provides that Federal funding under this section shall be non-reimbursable.

e Subsection (k) states that no eligible project shall be considered ineligible for assistance under the
program because the project has received assistance under a different federal funding program or
federal joint use agreement.

e Subsection (l) requires consistency with applicable Federal, State, and Tribal law.

e Subsection (m) authorizes $500 million in appropriations for the program over 5 years.

Section 4, Reauthorization of Recycling Program and Environmental Restoration Program.

e Subsection (a) authorizes $550 million in appropriations over 5 years for the water recycling program
in the Water Infrastructure Investments for the Nation Act (43 U.S.C. 390b note; Public Law 114-322)
(“WIIN Act of 2016”) section 4009(c). $550 million is the same amount as the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law appropriated for the program over the 5 years from 2021 through 2026.

e Subsection (b) raises the per-project cap for Federal funding of water recycling projects under 43
U.S.C. 390h-13(d)(1) from the current $30 million to $50 million, subject to an automatic inflation
adjustments. Given rapid inflation in construction costs, we believe a higher project cap is
warranted. Under this provision, the project cap is the lesser of $50 million or 25% of the project’s
total costs.

e Section (c¢) modifies the reauthorized environmental restoration program in WIIN Act section
4010(b)(2).

o $250 million is authorized for the program over 5 years, which can fund:

= Restoration of habitat or improvement of condition of saline inland lakes including
Great Salt Lake;

= Instream habitat restoration, science and monitoring for species restoration,
floodplain reconnection efforts that benefit fish, and fish hatchery modernization and
construction projects; and

= planning, design, environmental reviews, permitting, construction, implementation,
and adaptive management associated with any of the foregoing activities.

Section 5, Offset from Extension of Certain Provisions.
e This section extends the authorization for three WIIN Act programs until 15 years after the December
16, 2016 enactment of the WIIN Act, which is December 16, 2031:
o The water recycling program in section 4009(c);
o The environmental restoration program in section 4010(b)(2) as modified by section 4(c); and
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o The voluntary water district repayment of capital debts and contract conversion program in
WIIN Act section 4011(a)(b)(c)(d) and (f).

o CBO estimated in 2023 that the substantively identical HR 3675 (Bobert) would bring in $154
million in additional revenues. This is actual money that could be used to offset
authorizations.

Section 6, Deauthorization of Inactive Projects Offset.

e Thissection establishes atransparent process for deauthorizing Bureau of Reclamation projects that
have failed to receive any funding over the past 7 years.

e Reclamation must prepare interim and final lists of such projects subject to deauthorization and this
section deauthorizes all those projects within 3 years of enactment with the exception of projects
that 1) Congress resumes funding or disapproves of their deauthorization in an enacted concurrent
resolution; 2) the project sponsor funds to completion; or 3) Interior finds vitally important to the
needs of a State or the nation

Status

S. 3738 was introduced on January 29, 2026, and has been referred to the Senate Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

Importance to the Authority

Subsidence has impacted conveyance facilities that Water Authority member agencies depend on for their
water supply deliveries, including the Delta-Mendota and San Luis Canals. The legislation would establish a
federal conveyance program that could provide between 30 and 50 percent of project funding needs on a
nonreimbursable basis, subject to various requirements, and authorizes $500 million over five years to the
program.

Additionally, the legislation reauthorizes and improves various provisions within the large-scale water
recycling program that could be of benefit to Valley Water for the large-scale recycling program being
developed, which could assist in supply diversification and potential additional partnership opportunities
between Water Authority member agencies.

Suggested Amendments

Staff recommends seeking amendments to reduce the complexity of the conveyance program, with the
intent of ensuring that affordability for key projects like the Delta-Mendota Canal Subsidence Correction
Project can be maximized.

Guidelines for Taking Positions on Legislation

A number of controversial bills are introduced in the Congress and in the California Legislature. Itis important
to understand how the Authority takes positions on legislation.

Policy

By Agenda Item 7, dated December 12, 2025, the Board adopted the Policy Framework and Fiscal Year 2027
Policy Action Plan.
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Water Authority's Positions on Legislation

The Water Authority takes positions on legislation that, if enacted, would impact Water Authority members,
consistent with Water Authority Board adopted Goals and Objectives in the Strategic Plan, as implemented
through the Policy Framework and Annual Policy Action Plan.

The Water Authority may take the following positions on legislation: Oppose, Support, Oppose Unless
Amended, Support if Amended, Support and Amend, Not Favor, Favor, Not Favor Unless Amended, Favor if
Amended, Favor and Amend, and Watch (neutral).

The Water Authority’s staff and consultants testify and advocate with legislators and staff through direct
meetings and coordination of member agency contacts on all positions except Watch, Favor and Not Favor.
For Favor and Not Favor positions, written communication of the Water Authority’s position is provided to
the legislator, the Water Authority’s delegation, and relevant Committees.

Nothing in this section should be read to preclude the Executive Director or his or her delegee from taking an
informal support or informal oppose position on behalf of the Water Authority that is consistent with the
Policy Framework and Annual Policy Action Plan, or to preclude the Executive Director from communicating
a position on emergency legislation after obtaining the concurrence of the Chair, or the Chair’s designee,
provided that the Executive Director informs the Board regarding such positions on emergency legislation no
later than the next regularly scheduled Board meeting.

Amendment Development Process

If the Water Authority takes a position contingent on amendments, the Water Authority will typically discuss
the concepts for the amendments at the meeting. Then Water Authority staff, in consultation with
Committee and/or Board Members as needed, will develop the amendments after the meeting.

Information Sharing

To provide adequate information to the entire Water Authority membership, the Water Authority provides
legislative updates, posts positions and other information on our website, and sends out advisories and
alerts on key legislation.

The Water Authority’s legislative department is available to provide specific information on bills on request
and Board Members are encouraged to communicate Water Authority positions on priority legislation in
meetings with legislative staff, consistent with Water Authority policy. The Water Authority’s Water Policy
Director appreciates being informed by Water Authority members of positions taken by Water Authority
members on legislation.
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BILL TEXT
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FLO26092 2H5 S.L.C

119TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION S .

To amend the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act to reauthorize the
large-scale water recycling and reuse program, to establish a Water
Conveyance Improvement Program, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. PADILLA introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on

A BILL

To amend the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act to
reauthorize the large-scale water recycling and reuse pro-
gram, to establish a Water Conveyance Improvement

Program, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Making Our commu-
nities Resilient through Enhancing Water for Agriculture,
Technology, the Environment, and Residences Act” or the

“MORE WATER Act”.

~N N AW
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2
1 SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF LARGE-SCALE WATER RECY-

2 CLING AND REUSE PROGRAM.

3 Section 40905 of the Infrastructure Investment and

4 Jobs Act (43 U.S.C. 3205) is amended—

5 (1) in subsection (a)—

6 (A) by redesignating paragraphs (1)

7 through (4) as paragraphs (2) through (5), re-

8 spectively; and

9 (B) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as
10 so redesignated) the following:

11 “(1) CoNSTRUCTION.—The term ‘construction’
12 has the meaning given the term in subsection (f) of
13 section 4011 of the Water Infrastructure Improve-
14 ments for the Nation Act (Public Law 114-322; 130
15 Stat. 1881), except that any reference in paragraph
16 (2) of that subsection to ‘storage’ shall be deemed
17 to be a reference to ‘infrastructure’.”;

18 (2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting the
19 following:
20 “(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall estab-
21 lish a program to provide grants to eligible entities on a
22 competitive basis for the development of feasibility studies,
23 planning, design, and construction of large-scale water re-
24 cycling and reuse projects that provide substantial water
25 supply and other benefits to the Reclamation States in ac-
26 cordance with this section.”’;
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(3) in subsection (d)(4), by striking “30” and
inserting ““60’;
(4) in subsection (k)—
(A) by striking “The authority” and in-
serting the following:
“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the authority”;
(B) in paragraph (1) (as so designated), by
striking “5” and inserting “10”’; and
(C) by adding at the end the following:
“(2) ExCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to an eligible project that is under construc-
tion as of the termination date described in that
paragraph.”’; and
(5) by adding at the end the following:

“(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to provide
grants for eligible projects and otherwise carry out this
section $450,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2028
through 2032.”.

SEC. 3. WATER CONVEYANCE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONVEYANCE PROJECT.—The term “con-
veyance project” means a project for the under-

taking of a new or improved water conveyance facil-



FL026092 2H5 S.L.C

O 0 NN N e AW e

(WO T N T 'O R N I O e e e
R OB R 8 0% » 39 aa 2 & o - o

4

ity, or the restoration of the capacity of an existing
water conveyance facility, that is located in a Rec-
lamation State.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term “eligible enti-
ty”’ means—

(A) a State, Indian Tribe, municipality, ir-
rigation district, water district, wastewater dis-
trict, or any State or regional organization with
statutory water or power delivery authority;

(B) a State, regional, or local authority,
the members of which include 1 or more organi-
zations that—

(i) have water or power delivery au-
thority; or

(ii) are responsible for operating con-
veyance facilities as a transferred works
under the reclamation laws and Bureau of

Reclamation poliey;

(C) an agency established under State law
for the joint exercise of powers; and

(D) any combination of entities described
in subparagraphs (A) through (C).

(3) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term “Indian Tribe”

has the meaning given the term “Indian tribe” in



FLO26092 2H5 S.L.C.

O o0 =N O W B WY

O T T S T S T e S e
R 3 N 2 B 2% » 3 &8 & 2 @ o = o

5
section 102 of the Federally Recognized Indian

Tribe List Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5130).

(4) LOW-INCOME COMMUNITY.—The term “low-
income community” has the meaning given the term
in section 45D(e) of the Internal Code of 1986 (in-
cluding any regulations issued under that section),
including Tribal communities.

(5) MULTI-BENEFIT PROJECT.—The term
“multi-benefit project” means a conveyance project
that provides in the region of the conveyance project
benefits that include not fewer than 1 of the fol-
lowing quantified, significant benefits:

(A) Safe drinking water benefits for low-
income communities.
(B) Environmental benefits.

(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Program” means
the Water Conveyance Improvement Program estab-
lished under subsection (b).

(7) PROJECT PROPONENT.—The term “project
proponent” means an eligible entity that—

(A) plans and develops a non-Federal con-
veyance project; or
(B) operates an existing Reclamation

project that is a transferred works.
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(8) PROJECT SPONSOR.—The term ‘“project
sponsor”’ means an eligible entity that contributes to
the non-Federal share of a conveyance project.

(9) RECLAMATION PROJECT.—The term “Rec-
lamation project” means a Bureau of Reclamation
project that is owned by the United States.

(10) RECLAMATION STATE.—The term ‘“‘Ree-
lamation State” means a State or territory described
in the first section of the Act of June 17, 1902 (43
U.S.C. 391; 32 Stat. 388, chapter 1093).

(11) SAFE DRINKING WATER.—The term ‘‘safe
drinking water”” means water that meets all applica-
ble Federal and State primary and secondary drink-
ing water standards.

(12) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the Interior (acting through
the Commissioner of Reclamation).

(13) STAKEHOLDER.—The term “stakeholder”
means—

(A) with respect to safe drinking water
benefits for low-income communities—
(i)(I) an elected executive official with
applicable authority or legislative body rep-
resenting a low-income community (or a

delegate); and
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(II) any agency exercising primary en-

forcement responsibility for public water

systems in the State in which the applica-

ble project is located;

(ii) an Indian Tribe receiving safe

drinking water benefits; or

(iii) a nonprofit organization described

in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 and exempt from tax-

ation under section 501(a) of that Code

with—

(I) a demonstrated track record
of supporting improved access to safe
drinking water for low-income commu-
nities in the region of the applicable
project; and

(II) no financial conflict of inter-
est with the project proponent or any
project sponsor, except that other in-
stances of partnership on similar
projects shall not be considered a fi-
nancial conflict of interest for pur-

poses of this subclause; and

(B) with respect to environmental bene-

fits—
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(i) a nonprofit organization described

in section 501(¢)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and exempt from tax-
ation under section 501(a) of that Code

with—

(I) a demonstrated track record
of supporting environmental restora-
tion in the region of the applicable
project, including species or species
habitat; and

(IT) no financial conflict of inter-
est with the project proponent or any
project sponsor, except that other in-
stances of partnership on similar
projects shall not be considered a fi-
nancial conflict of interest for pur-
poses of this subclause; or

(ii) an Indian Tribe, if the project is

within the current or former reservation or
aboriginal territory of the Indian Tribe.
(14) WATER SUPPLY BENEFIT.—The term
“water supply benefit” means—
(A) an irrigation benefit;

(B) a general drinking water benefit; and
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9
(C) operational flexibility that allows the

Bureau of Reclamation to provide multiple ben-
efits, including any of the benefits deseribed in
subparagraphs (A) and (B).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Secretary

shall establish within the Bureau of Reclamation a Water
Conveyance Improvement Program to provide authority to

participate in, and provide grants to, conveyance projects.

(¢) RECLAMATION-LED CONVEYANCE PROJECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—On the request of any State,
department, agency, or subdivision of a State, or
any public agency organized pursuant to State law,
the Secretary may provide a grant to, and enter into
an agreement on behalf of the United States for the
design, study, and construction of, a conveyance
project as part of a new Reclamation project, a new
division of a Reclamation project, a new supple-
mental works on a Reclamation project, or the res-
toration or improvement of the capacity of an exist-
ing Reclamation project, in accordance with this
subsection.

(2) PROJECT COMMENCEMENT.—The construc-
tion of a conveyance project that is the subject of an
agreement under this subsection shall not commence

until the date on which the Secretary—
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(A) determines that the conveyance project
is feasible in accordance with the reclamation
laws; and

(B) secures an agreement providing the
funding necessary to pay the non-Federal share
of the costs of the conveyance project in accord-
ance with subsection (e).

(3) FEASIBILITY DETERMINATION.—In deter-

mining feasibility under paragraph (2)(A), the Sec-
retary shall review and approve a feasibility analysis
provided by a project sponsor if the Secretary deter-
mines that the analysis meets Bureau of Reclama-
tion policy relating to the preparation of a feasibility
study.

(d) NON-FEDERAL CONVEYANCE PROJECTS.—

(1) PROPOSAL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A project proponent
may submit to the Secretary a proposal for the
design, study, and construction of a conveyance
project to be provided a grant under this sec-
tion.

(B) ForM.—The project proponent may
submit a proposal under subparagraph (A) in
the form of a completed feasibility study or any

other means that provide information to sup-
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port a determination that the conveyance
project is eligible for a grant in accordance with
paragraph (2).

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary may pro-

vide to the project proponent a grant for a convey-
ance project and enter into an agreement on behalf
of the United States with the project proponent for

the administration of the grant if—

(A) the project proponent determines, and
the Secretary concurs, through the preparation
of a feasibility study that is streamlined to the
maximum extent practicable, that the convey-
ance project—

(i) is technically and financially fea-
sible; and

(ii) is consistent with applicable Fed-
eral and State law;

(B) the project proponent has sufficient
non-Federal funding available to complete the
conveyance project, as determined by the Sec-
retary;

(C) the project proponent is financially sol-
vent, as determined by the Secretary; and

(D) not later than 60 days after the date

on which the Secretary concurs with the deter-
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mination under subparagraph (A) with respect

to the conveyance project, the Secretary sub-

mits to Congress written notice of the deter-
mination.
(e) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal share of a con-
veyance project funded under this section shall not
exceed 50 percent of the total cost of studies, plan-
ning, design, and construction of the conveyance
project.

(2) PROJECTS THAT ARE NOT MULTI-BEN-
EFIT.—The Federal share of a conveyance project
other than a multi-benefit project funded under this
section may be used—

(A) solely for water supply benefits; or
(B) on the approval by the Secretary and,
in the case of a non-Federal conveyance project

or an existing Reclamation project that is a

transferred works, at the request of the project

proponent, for a combination of—
(1) water supply benefits;
(ii) safe drinking water benefits for
low-income communities;

(iii) environmental benefits; or
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(iv) other benefits in accordance with

the reclamation laws.

(3) MULTI-BENEFIT PROJECTS.—In the case of

a multi-benefit project funded under this section—

(A) the Federal share of not more than 30

percent of the costs of studies, planning, design,
and construction of the multi-benefit project

may be used for any of the benefits described

in paragraph (2); and

(B) an additional Federal share of not

more than 20 percent of the costs of studies,
planning, design, and construction of the multi-

benefit project may be used for—

(i) quantified, significant safe drink-
ing water benefits for low-income commu-
nities in accordance with subsection
(1)(2)(A);

(ii) oquantified, significant environ-
mental benefits described in subsection
(£)(3); or

(iii) a combination of the benefits de-

seribed in clauses (i) and (ii).

(4) AGREEMENT.—The project proponent or
the Secretary, in the case of any Reclamation-led

conveyance project that is a new project or involves
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1 a reserved works, shall enter into an agreement with
2 1 or more applicable stakeholders representing
3 multi-benefit interests that describes the benefits au-
4 thorized under paragraph (3)(B) proposed for the
5 conveyance project.
6 (5) FORM OF NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—The non-
7 Federal share of the cost of a conveyance project
8 funded under this section may be in the form of—
9 (A) cash;
10 (B) in-kind contributions;
11 (C) reimbursable funding allocated pursu-
12 ant to any statutory authority, if the eligible en-
13 tity has entered into a repayment contract for
14 the funding;
15 (D) a loan under the Water Infrastructure
16 Finance and Innovation Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C.
17 3901 et seq.) or any other Federal loan pro-
18 gram;
19 (E) amounts made available from a State
20 revolving fund pursuant to the rules of the ap-
21 plicable State; or
22 (F) other non-Federal sources of funding,
23 including State funding.
24 (f) SPECIAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO MULTI-

25 BENEFIT PROJECTS.—
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1 (1) REQUIREMENT.—

2 (A) IN GENERAL.—A conveyance project
3 with a total cost of not less than $800,000,000
4 that is funded under this section shall be a
5 multi-benefit project.

6 (B) LESS THAN $800,000,000.—The Sec-
7 retary shall ensure that not less than 50 per-
8 cent of conveyance projects with a total cost of
9 less than $800,000,000 that are funded under
10 this section shall be multi-benefit projects.

11 (2) DESCRIPTION OF SAFE DRINKING WATER
12 BENEFITS FOR LOW-INCOME COMMUNITIES.

13 (A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal funding
14 for quantified, significant safe drinking water
15 benefits for low-income communities referred to
16 in subsection (e)(3)(B)(1) may be provided—

17 (i) directly, by paying for a sufficient
18 proportion of the capacity of the convey-
19 ance project (or, in the case of a convey-
20 ance project restoring the original capacity
21 of a conveyance facility, paying for suffi-
22 cient water from the conveyance project)
23 and any additional infrastructure necessary
24 to deliver safe drinking water to a low-in-
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1 come community or other resource or facil-
2 ity accessible to the community;

3 (11) indirectly, by—

4 (I) supporting a low-income rate-
5 payer assistance program for a project
6 sponsor, a member agency of a project
7 sponsor, or a drinking water district
8 in the region of the conveyance
9 project; or

10 (II) contributing to a Federal or
11 State program that assists in deliv-
12 ering safe drinking water to low-in-
13 come communities;

14 (iii) indirectly, by paying for a suffi-
15 cient proportion of the project capacity
16 during high-flow periods to provide a spe-
17 cific quantity of water (or, in the case of
18 a conveyance project restoring the original
19 capacity of a conveyance facility, paying
20 for sufficient water from the conveyance
21 project), with 1 of the project sponsors in
22 return delivering the same quantity of
23 water to the community through an ex-
24 change, banking water in a groundwater
25 basin during times of excess for subse-
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quent delivery to the low-income commu-

nity;

(iv) indirectly, by paying for enhance-
ment, repair, or upgrades to a Bureau of
Indian Affairs conveyance facility in the
region of the project;

(v) by any other direct or indirect
means to provide safe drinking water to a
low-income community; or

(vi) through a combination of the
methods authorized under clauses (i)
through (v).

(B) DELIVERY OF WATER FOR DRINK-
ING.—Delivery of water for drinking purposes
shall be considered to be safe drinking water
benefits for low-income communities for pur-
poses of this section 1f—

(i) facilities exist to treat the water
that is to become safe drinking water; or

(ii) the stakeholders representing the
applicable low-income communities agree
that there are viable plans and funding
sources (including Federal or State fund-

ing) to treat the delivered water or ex-
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changed water that is to become safe

drinking water.

(C) INCLUSION.—Any benefits described in
subparagraph (A) that are safe drinking water
benefits for low-income ratepayers shall be con-
sidered to meet the requirements for safe drink-
ing water benefits for low-income communities
under this section.

(D) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section re-
quires a project proponent or project sponsor to
pay for treatment of water delivered to low-in-
come communities, other than low-income com-
munities with which the project proponent or
the project sponsor has an existing contractual
relationship to deliver treated water.

(3) DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL BENE-

riTs.—The quantified, significant environmental
benefits referred to in subsection (e)(3)(B)(ii) in-

clude—

(A) benefits to a species listed as threat-
ened or endangered under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) or
other species of concern affected by operation of
Reclamation projects or State or local water

projects;
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(B) additional flows to an inland water
body, including the Great Salt Lake, either di-
rectly or indirectly through an exchange;

(C) benefits that improve aquatic or terres-
trial habitats in the region of the proposed con-
veyance project;

(D) contributions to a Federal or State
program that provides environmental benefits in
the region of the project;

(E) delivery of additional water to wildlife
refuges, either directly or indirectly through an
exchange; or

(F) strategically designed actions that si-
multaneously achieve environmental and other
benefits, such as habitat restoration or efforts
to recover species that—

(i) improve the operation of the con-
veyance project; or

(ii) have water supply or flood protec-
tion benefits.

(4) TYPES OF PROJECTS.—Of the multi-benefit

projects funded under this section, the Secretary

shall ensure that, to the maximum extent prac-

ticable—
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(A) 50 percent provide at least some envi-
ronmental benefits (or a combination of envi-
ronmental benefits and safe drinking water ben-
efits for low-income communities); and

(B) 50 percent provide at least some safe
drinking water benefits for low-income commu-
nities (or a combination of safe drinking water
benefits for low-income communities and envi-
ronmental benefits).

(5) PHASED FUNDING OF MULTI-BENEFIT

PROJECTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—During the first 2
years in which a multi-benefit project is being
constructed, the applicable project sponsor may
apply for and receive Federal funds for con-
struction costs authorized under subsection
(e)(3)(A), subject to subparagraph (C).

(B) DESIGN.—Subject to the provisions of
this paragraph, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the project proponent shall seek to inte-
orate environmental benefits and safe drinking
water benefits for low-income communities mnto
the design of the applicable multi-benefit

project.
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(C) REQUIREMENT.—To be eligible for

Federal funds under subparagraph (A), the ap-
plicable project proponent shall—

(i) commit to include safe drinking
water benefits for low-income communities
or environmental benefits in the multi-ben-
efit project on the date on which Federal
funds are provided under that subpara-
graph;

(ii) demonstrate that the project spon-
sor is in negotiations to add multi-benefit
project elements with stakeholders rep-
resenting the environment or safe drinking
water for low-income communities; and

(iii) not later than 2 years after the
date on which the project sponsor first re-
ceives construction funding for the project
under subsection (e)(3)(A), submit a pro-
posal for additional funding under sub-
section (e)(3)(B) that is consistent with
the applicable agreement entered into
under subsection (e)(4).

(D) REQUIRED RATIO.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clauses

(i) and (iii), on submission of a proposal
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for additional funding under subparagraph

(0)(iii), for any subsequent 5-year period
for which Federal funds are made available
for the applicable multi-benefit project
under this section—

(I) 60 percent shall be made
available for costs relating to the ben-
efits referred to in  subsection
(e)(3)(A); and

(II) 40 percent shall be made
available for costs relating to environ-
mental benefits or safe drinking water
benefits for low-income communities
in accordance with this subsection.

(ii) MoDIFICATION.—Notwithstanding
clause (i), the project proponent or the
Secretary, in the case of any Reclamation-
led conveyance project that is a new
project or involves a reserved works, and
any stakeholders representing multi-benefit
interests subject to an agreement referred
to in subsection (e)(4) may by mutual
agreement modify the ratio of funding for

different components of the conveyance
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1 project established under clause (i) for
funding over the specified 5-year period.
(iii) ALLOCATION OF TOTAL FUND-

ING.—The Secretary shall ensure that the

2

3

4

5 total allocation of funding for a multi-ben-
6 efit project shall reflect the ratio of fund-
7 ing established under clause (i).

8 (¢) CRITERIA FOR SELECTING CONVEYANCE
9 PROJECTS.—In determining whether to select a convey-

10 ance project for a grant under this section, the Secretary

11 shall consider—

12 (1) the Federal benefits of the conveyance
13 project;

14 (2) whether the conveyance project, in the judg-
15 ment of the Secretary, is well-designed to achieve
16 the benefits of the conveyance project at a reason-
17 able cost;

18 (3) whether the conveyance project meets a crit-
19 ical need at the national, State, regional, or local
20 level;

21 (4) whether the conveyance project assists the
22 Federal Government in honoring contracts of the
23 Federal Government;

24 (5) diversity in the geography and size of con-

25 veyance projects; and
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(6) such other factors as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(h) ToraL DoLLAR CaP.—The Secretary shall not
impose a total dollar cap on Federal funds under this sec-
tion for any individual conveyance project funded under
the Program.

(i) NEwW CONVEYANCE FaciLity.—No Federal funds
are authorized under this section for any new conveyance
facility that costs more than $5,000,000,000.

(j) REIMBURSABILITY OF FUNDS.—Any Federal
funds provided by the Secretary under the Program shall
be nonreimbursable to the United States, including—

(1) funding of Reclamation-led conveyance
projects under subsection (e); and
(2) grants to eligible entities for non-Federal

conveyance projects under subsection (d).

(k) FUNDING ELIGIBILITY.—A conveyance project
shall not be considered ineligible for funding under the
Program on the basis of the conveyance project receiving
assistance under any other Federal funding program or
Federal joint use agreement.

(1) APPLICABLE LAW.—A conveyance project funded
under the Program shall be consistent with applicable

Federal, State, and Tribal law.
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(m) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There 18
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry
out this section $500,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2028 through 2032.

SEC. 4. REAUTHORIZATION OF RECYCLING PROGRAM AND
ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF NEW WATER RECYCLING
AND REUSE PrOJECTS.—Section 1602(g) of the Reclama-
tion Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Faecilities
Act (43 U.S.C. 390h(g)) is amended by striking para-
graph (1) and inserting the following:

“(1) There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of the Interior to carry out this section
$550,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2028
through 2032.”.

(b) CEILING ON FEDERAL SHARE.—Section
1631(d)(1) of the Reclamation Wastewater and Ground-
water Study and Facilities Act (43 U.S.C. 390h-13(d)(1))
is amended by striking “$20,000,000 (October 1996
prices)” and inserting “$50,000,000 (in December 2025
prices, as antomatically adjusted each January based on
the percentage increase in the consumer price index for
all urban consumers (United States city average) over the
previous year, as published by the Bureau of Labor Statis-

ties)”.
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(¢) ACTIONS FOR BENEFIT OF ENDANGERED SPE-
CIES, IMPORTANT HABITAT, AND WATER BoDIES.—Sec-
tion 4010(b) of the Water Infrastructure Improvements
for the Nation Act (Public Law 114-322; 130 Stat. 1872)
is amended by striking paragraph (2) and inserting the
following:

“(2) ACTIONS FOR BENEFIT OF ENDANGERED
SPECIES, IMPORTANT HABITAT, AND WATER BOD-
1ES.—There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of the Interior (acting through the Com-
missioner of Reclamation) $250,000,000 for the pe-
riod of fiscal years 2028 through 2032—

“(A) for the restoration of habitat or im-
provement of conditions at the Great Salt Lake
and other saline inland lakes affected by the op-
eration of the Central Utah Project or Bureau
of Reclamation water projects or deliveries;

“(B) for—

“(i) gravel and rearing area additions,
fish passage improvements, barrier re-
moval, and habitat restoration to the Sac-
ramento River, its tributaries, or other riv-
ers or river basins affected by the oper-
ation of Bureau of Reclamation facilities to

benefit species listed as threatened or en-
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dangered under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), in-
cluding Chinook salmon and steelhead
trout;

“(ii) scientifically improved and in-
creased real-time monitoring to inform
real-time operations of Bureau of Reclama-
tion facilities, and alternative methods,
models, and equipment to improve tem-
perature modeling, science, and monitoring
to support flow benefits for fish species,
and related forecasted information for pur-
poses of predicting impacts to salmon,
salmon habitat, species listed as threatened
or endangered under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),
or other species of concern as a result of
water management at Bureau of Reclama-
tion facilities;

“(iii) aquatic habitat restoration ac-
tivities, including floodplain reconnection
and reactivation projects (such as off-chan-
nel and managed floodplain inundation
projects that enhance biological produc-

tivity and food web support for fish) that
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enhance the ability of the Bureau of Ree-
lamation to meet contractual obligations
for water deliveries;

“(iv) fish hatchery modernization and
construction projects; and

“(v) structural or operational im-
provements, including temperature control
and associated facilities, necessary to im-
plement activities described in clauses (1)
through (iv); and

“(C) for planning, design, scientific stud-

ies, resource and biological monitoring, environ-
mental reviews, permitting, construction, imple-
mentation, and adaptive management associ-

ated with any of the activities described in sub-

’

SEC. 5. OFFSET FROM EXTENSION OF CERTAIN PROVI-
SIONS.

Section 4013 of the Water Infrastructure Improve-
ments for the Nation Act (43 U.S.C. 390b note; Public
Law 114-322) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “and” at the

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking “in” and in-

serting ‘‘under’’;
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(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

“(2) section 4009(c), section 4010(b)(2), and
subsections (a), (b), (¢), (d), and (f) of section 4011,
which shall expire 15 years after that date of enact-
ment; and”.

6. DEAUTHORIZATION OF INACTIVE PROJECTS OFF-
SET.
(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section are—

(1) to establish an efficient and transparent
process for deauthorizing Reclamation projects that
have failed to receive a minimum level of investment
to ensure active Reclamation projects can move for-
ward while reducing the backlog of authorized Rec-
lamation projects; and

(2) to allow for exceptions for the deauthoriza-
tion of Reclamation projects under paragraph (1)
based on—

(A) action by Congress;

(B) funding to completion by the non-Fed-
eral project sponsor; or

(C) a finding by the Secretary that certain

Reclamation projects should continue to be au-
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thorized to meet vitally important needs of a

State or the United States.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) RECLAMATION PROJECT.—The term “Rec-
lamation project” means a project that is—

(A) owned by the United States; and
(B) constructed and operated under the di-
rection of the Bureau of Reclamation.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary’” means
the Secretary of the Interior (acting through the
Commissioner of Reclamation).

(¢) INTERIM DEAUTHORIZATION LIST.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources of the Senate and the Committee on
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives and
make available on a publicly accessible internet website in
a manner that is downloadable, searchable, and sortable—

(1) an interim deauthorization list of Reclama-
tion projects—

(A) that are authorized; and
(B) for which funding was not obligated
during the fiscal year in which this Act is en-

acted or any of the preceding 7 fiscal years; and
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(2) for each Reclamation project listed under
paragraph (1)—

(A) the date of authorization of the Rec-
lamation project, including any subsequent
modifications to the original authorization;

(B) a brief description of the Reclamation
project;

(C) the estimated cost of completion of the
Reclamation project; and

(D) any remaining amounts authorized,
but not appropriated, for the Reclamation
project.

(d) FINAL DEAUTHORIZATION LIST.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the interim deauthorization list is
submitted under subsection (c), the Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate and the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources of the House of Representatives and
make available on a publicly accessible internet
website in a manner that is downloadable, search-
able, and sortable, a final deauthorization list of all
Reclamation projects identified in the interim de-
authorization list, other than any Reclamation

project—
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(A) for which funding has been provided

by an Act of Congress after the date of submis-
sion of the interim deauthorization list; or
(B) that the Secretary excludes under

paragraph (2).

(2) ExcLUSIONS.—The Secretary may exclude
from the final deauthorization list under paragraph
(1) a Reclamation project that the Secretary deter-
mines is vitally important for the interests of the
United States or a particular State, based on consid-
eration of the effects of the Reclamation project
on—

(A) public health and safety;
(B) the economy; or
(C) the environment.

() DEAUTHORIZATION; CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW.—

Effective beginning on the date that is 1 year after the
date of submission of the final deauthorization list under
subsection (d), a Reclamation project included on the final
deauthorization list under that subsection is deauthorized,

unless, prior to that date—

(1) a joint resolution disapproving the final de-
authorization report is enacted into law;
(2) funding for the Reclamation project has

been provided by an Act of Congress; or
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1 (3) the non-Federal sponsor of the Reclamation
2 project provides sufficient funds to complete the

3 Reclamation project.
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Memorandum

To: SLDMWA Water Resources Committee Members and Alternates
From: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director
Date: March 2, 2026

RE: Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities

Background

This memorandum is provided to briefly summarize the current status of various agency processes regarding
water policy activities, including but not limited to the (1) Implementation of Long-Term Operations of the
Central Valley Project and State Water Project, including environmental compliance; (2) State Water
Resources Control Board action; (3) Central Valley Regional Water Board Action, (4) San Joaquin River
Restoration Program; (5) Delta conveyance; (6) Reclamation action; (7) Delta Stewardship Council action;
(8) San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint, and (9) San Joaquin Valley Water Collaborative Action Plan.

Policy Items

Implementation of Executive Order 14181

On January 2024, President Trump issued Executive Order 14181, directing analysis of potential changes to
the operations in the 2024 Record of Decision (“ROD”) for consideration by the Administration. On
December 4, 2025, Reclamation executed a Record of Decision on the Long-Term Operations of the Central
Valley Project and State Water Project, as a first step towards implementing EO 14181.

Implementation of 2024 Record of Decision on Long-Term Operations of the
Central Valley Project and State Water Project

On December 4, 2025, Reclamation executed a Record of Decision? on the Long-Term Operations of the
Central Valley Project and State Water Project, as a first step towards implementing EO 14181, updating
operations associated with the Record of Decision executed by Reclamation and the Biological Opinions
issued by the Fish and Wildlife Service and NOAA Fisheries in December 2024. This new operation is
described as “Action 5”.

Specifically, the Action 5 ROD updates the operations of the Projects by:

(1) Removing the Delta Smelt Summer and Fall Habitat Action (Fall X2), in response to findings by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the action is not anticipated to have observable effects on
delta smelt survival,

T https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-31/pdf/2025-02174.pdf
2 https://www.usbr.gov/mp/nepa/nepa_project_details.php?Project_ID=54661
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(2) Removingthe earlyimplementation measure of the Delta export reduction of the Healthy Rivers
and Landscapes (“HRL”) program, in response to uncertainties associated with the timing of
potential adoption and implementation of the HRL Program by California’s State Water Resources
Control Board,

(3) Updating the Delta operating criteria to expand the opportunities for Old and Middle River (“OMR”)
management at no more negative than -5,000 cubic feet per second (cfs), and a stormflex action of -
6,500 cfs, including the use of predictive tools for real-time assessment of environmental conditions.

Modeling of these proposed operational changes has estimated between 250 — 400 TAF improvement in
combined CVP and SWP export capacity under Action 5 operations, with the SWP benefits being uncertain
based on how the SWP operates under the Incidental Take Permit required for compliance with the California
Endangered Species Act.

There is additional analysis being performed to assess the efficacy of additional potential operational
changes that could improve water supply and maintain species protections, as well as alternative methods
to address environmental effects on species listed under the federal Endangered Species Act (“ESA) and
advance species recovery efforts.

Note: There are also Endangered Species Act consultations on the Trinity River and Klamath River that may
have overlap/interactions with the operations of the CVP/SWP.

State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Activity

Bay Delta Water Quality Control Plan Update

Background

The State Water Board is currently considering updates to its 2006 Water Quality Control Plan for the San
Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (“Bay Delta Plan”) in two phases (Plan amendments).
The first Plan amendment is focused on San Joaquin River flows and southern Delta salinity (“Phase |I” or
“San Joaquin River Flows and Southern Delta Salinity Plan Amendment”). The second Plan amendment is
focused on the Sacramento River and its tributaries, Delta eastside tributaries (including the Calaveras,
Cosumnes, and Mokelumne rivers), Delta outflows, and interior Delta flows (“Phase II” or “Sacramento/Delta
Plan Amendment”).

During the December 12, 2018 Water Board Meeting, the Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) and
Department of Fish and Wildlife presented proposed “Voluntary Settlement Agreements” (“VSAs”) on behalf
of Reclamation, DWR, and the public water agencies they serve to resolve conflicts over proposed
amendments to the Bay-Delta Plan update.® The State Water Board did not adopt the proposed VSAs in lieu
of the proposed Phase 1 amendments, but as explained below, directed staff to consider the proposals as
part of a future Delta-wide proposal.

3 Available at https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Blogs/Voluntary-Settlement-Agreement-Meeting-Materials-
Dec-12-2018-DWR-CDFW-CNRA.pdf.
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Phase 1 Status — San Joaquin River and its Tributaries

The State Water Board adopted a resolution® to adopt amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan for the
San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary and adopt the Final Substitute Environmental
Document during its December 12, 2018 public meeting.

On July 18, 2022, the State Water Resources Control Board issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP)® and
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Scoping Meeting for the Proposed Regulation to Implement
Lower San Joaquin River Flows (LSJR) and Southern Delta Salinity Objectives in the Water Quality Control
Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Bay-Delta Plan).

In response to the release of the NOP, the Water Authority and member agencies provided scoping
comments® and the State Water Board is working through a long-term process to address Phase 1 elements
of the Water Quality Control Plan Update.

A long delay in Phase 1 action occurred as legal activity was undertaken.

Recently, on September 19, 2025, the State Water Resources Control Board (Board) released a Notice of
Opportunity for Public Comment and Workshop on the Draft Scientific Basis Report Supplement for the
Tuolumne River Voluntary Agreement Proposal (Draft TVA Scientific Basis Report), to which the Water
Authority provided comments’.

Next Steps
Final draft Staff Report for Tuolumne River VA

Board workshop and consideration of Tuolumne River VA

Final draft EIR and regulation implementing Lower SJR flows and South Delta Salinity
e Board consideration of regulation implementing Lower SJR flows and South Delta Salinity

Phase 2 Status — Sacramento River and its Tributaries and Bay-Delta

In the State Water Board’s resolution adopting the Phase 1 amendments, the Water Board directed staff to
assist the Natural Resources Agency in completing a Delta watershed-wide agreement, including potential
flow and non-flow measures for the Tuolumne River, and associated analyses no later than March 1, 2019.
Staff were directed to incorporate the Delta watershed-wide agreement as an alternative for a future,
comprehensive Bay-Delta Plan update that addresses the reasonable protection of beneficial uses across
the Delta watershed.

Revised Draft Sacramento/Delta Updates to the Water Quality Control Plan

Background

In July, the Board released a draft Bay Delta Plan (July 2025 revised draft), which included proposed changes
to the draft Bay Delta Plan released in October 2024 (2024 draft), based on public input and comments

4pavailable at https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2018/rs2018_0059.pdf.

5 Available at https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/notices/20220715-implementation-nop-and-scoping-dwr-
baydelta.pdf

6 Request from Authority staff

7 Request from Authority staff
3|Page
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received throughout the planning process, including comments on several options for possible changes to
the planidentified in the 2024 draft. Specifically, the 2024 draft identified the possible inclusion of flow, cold
water habitat and related provisions that were based on the proposed Plan amendments and alternatives
identified in the 2023 draft Staff Report in support of updates to the Bay Delta Plan, as well as options for
these provisions. The 2024 draft also identified the possible inclusion of Voluntary Agreements (VAs) to
provide flows and non-flow habitat proposed by state and federal agencies and water users referred to as
the Healthy Rivers and Landscapes proposal, as well as options associated with inclusions of VAs. The
regulatory provisions would apply to all water right holders if the Board did not move forward with VAs, or in
the event the Board moved forward with VAs would apply to water rights not participating in approved VAs.
The 2025 revised draft proposes to move forward with the inclusion of VAs in the Bay Delta Plan for water
rights included in approved VAs (VA pathway) and the regulatory provisions for water rights not included as
part of approved VAs (regulatory pathway). The 2025 revised draft also includes proposals for addressing
other options identified in the 2024 draft. The 2025 revised draft also proposes the designation of Tribal
Tradition and Culture (CUL) beneficial use as part of the current Bay Delta Plan update.

Current Activity

On September 16, 2025, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board or Board) rescinded
the August 22, 2025 Second Revised Notice of Opportunity for Public Comment and Hearing on Revised Draft
Sacramento/Delta Updates to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta Watershed (Bay-Delta Plan or Plan). The Rescinded Notice is available on the Board’s website.
Accordingly, the hearing previously scheduled for September 24-25, 2025, and the associated public
comment period are cancelled and will be rescheduled to a future date.

Instead, the Board has released a revised Bay-Delta Plan, with workshops that occurred on January 28-30,
and written comments due on February 2. Water Authority staff coordinated written comments® with
member agencies and other interested parties.

Additionally, the State Water Board has received term sheets for additional voluntary agreements from
Nevada Irrigation District (NID) and South Sutter Water District (SSWD) specific to the Bear River, Yuba River,
and Auburn Ravine that are available to the public.

Water Rights

Water Accounting, Tracking, and Reporting System (CalWATRS) Launch

The State Water Resources Control Board has launched the California Water Accounting, Tracking, and
Reporting System (CalWATRS). A link to the new system and additional information is posted on the
CalWATRS webpage.

If you have questions or would like the CalWATRS team to attend an event in your area, please email
CalWATRS-help@waterboards.ca.gov.

8 Request from Water Authority staff.
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San Joaquin River Restoration Program

Restoration Allocation

Reclamation has issued an update to the 2026 Restoration Allocation and Default Flow Schedule (attached).
Consistent with the Restoration Flows Guidelines and based upon the best available forecast information,
the Restoration Allocation covering the period March 1, 2026 through February 28, 2027 is set at
310,253 acre-feet at Gravelly Ford and is a Normal-Wet year type.

This Restoration Allocation will be posted on the Program website in the coming days: http://RestoreSJR.net.
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Reclamation Manual
Documents out for Comment

Draft Policy
e PEC 05-03 Funding and Extended Repayment of Extraordinary Maintenence Cost (comments due
03/02/26). Supplementary documents below:
o Memo on Interest Rate Calculation
o Supplemental Discussion

Draft Directives and Standards
e There are currently no draft Directives and Standards out for review.

Draft Facilities Instructions, Standards, and Techniques (FIST)
e There are currently no draft Facilities Instructions, Standards, and Techniques out for review.

Draft Reclamation Safety and Health Standards (RSHS)
e There are currently no Safety and Health Standards out for review.

Draft Reclamation Design Standards
e There are currently no Design Standards out for review.

San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint

The Water Blueprint represents water users, districts, farmers, and municipalities across the Central Valley.
Their problem statement is crystal-clear; California faces a major water supply shortfall that could affect one
million acres, costing $7.2 billion in farm revenue and 85,000 jobs statewide. Engaging various stakeholders
inside and outside the Central Valley, the team advocates for a combination of infrastructure investments
and policy changes to capture excess flows during wet years and replenish aquifers.

Blueprint’s strategic priorities for 2022-2025: Advocacy, Groundwater Quality and Disadvantaged
Communities, Land Use Changes & Environmental Planning, Outreach & Communications, SGMA
Implementation, Water Supply Goals, Governance, Operations & Finance.

Mission Statement: “Unifying the San Joaquin Valley’s voice to advance an accessible, reliable solution for
a balanced water future for all.”
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Board Expansion and Executive Committee Formation

The leadership group discussed potential updates to board structure, including filling an open director seat,
exploring board expansion, and evaluating whether to formalize an executive committee. The group
discussed proposed candidates for the vacant director position. The group proposed forming a small ad hoc
committee to develop draft bylaw language addressing both board expansion and executive committee
formation. These materials will be brought back to leadership and ultimately to the full board for review.

Strategic Planning

The leadership group discussed the need to launch a strategic planning process following completion of the
United Water Plan, noting that the current plan runs through 2025 or early 2026. The conversation highlighted
the importance of defining the scope of future organizational activities—including legislative advocacy,
policy, and communications—and engaging the board early to help shape direction for the latter half of 2026.

CSU Water Webinar Series — CA Legislature and Water Policy

The Executive Director of CSU-WATER, a CSU system affinity group that serves to foster future leaders in
California through water education, research engagement and networking for the nearly 500,000 students in
the CSU system as well as inclusion of those in the CC & UC systems. The Blueprint was invited to contribute
to the CSU-WATER Webinar Series on the CA Legislature and Water Policy, topics covered in the webinar
series: Making Waves, Water Policies & Workforce Needs, Current water policy issues & workforce needs
and Future Water Management and Policies; Leadership Needs, Future water management and climate
resilience.

SB72 Implementation

Senate Bill 72 (Caballero) directs DWR to consult with the Water Commission on the establishment of an
advisory committee to inform the development of the 2028 update to the Water Plan. The 2028 update will
usher in a new emphasis on setting and meeting quantifiable water supply goals. This builds on California’s
Water Supply Strategy (2022), which outlined necessary actions for the state to adapt to a hotter, drier future
where the changing climate leaves less water to meet California’s needs. Blueprint as an interested party in
the State’s water supply strategy, has been provided with the opportunity to present and provide public
comment.

Unified Water Plan

The Water Blueprint's unified water plan is moving forward with chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 for review. The plan
quantifies the San Joaquin Valley's massive water supply gap at 2.5-3 million acre-feet by 2040, incorporating
SGMA compliance needs, climate change impacts, and environmental flow requirements. The full
administrative draft expected by this summer.

Unified Water Plan Chapters 5 Released for Review

Stantec presented detailed progress on potential water supply projects (Chapter 5). Chapter 5 catalogs over
800 projects from GSPs across 16 sub-basins, with groundwater recharge projects comprising nearly half of
all proposed projects. Unit costs range from $50-$300 per acre-foot for various recharge methods.

e Major Supply-Demand Gap Identified Requiring Immediate Action: Technical analysis reveals the
valley faces a future water shortage of 2.5-3 million acre-feet by 2040, driven by SGMA compliance
requirements (1.4-2 million acre-feet), environmental restoration needs, climate change impacts,
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and groundwater replenishment requirements. This massive gap demonstrates the critical need for
comprehensive water infrastructure investments and management changes.

e Recharge Projects Dominate Solutions: The latest research points out that nearly 50% of all GSP
projects are groundwater recharge projects, including on-farm recharge, injection wells, in-lieu
recharge, and constructed basins, with injection wells being the most cost-effective option.

Water Blueprint SJV & CWI - Unified Water Plan

The purpose of the Unified Valley Plan for the San Joaquin Valley is to identify and present possible solutions
for long-term water needs in the San Joaquin Valley by bringing together existing water plans, strategies, and
knowledge from across the San Joaquin Valley into one coordinated, valley-wide planning framework.

Bureau of Reclamation Report to Congress:

e Chapter 1 Introduction

e Chapter 2 Overview of the water resource needs and opportunities in the San Joaquin Valley.

e Chapter 3 Overview of flood risks and management in the San Joaquin Valley and opportunities for
improving flood management.

e Chapter4lllustration of an environmentalvision for the San Joaquin Valley and estimates of the water
supplies needed to implement that vision.

e Chapter 5 Evaluation of a range of potential solutions.

e Chapter 6 Recommendations for a path forward and a roadmap for implementation. Includes policy
recommendations.

San Joaquin Valley Water Collaborative Action Program (SJV CAP)

Background

The CAP Plenary Group adopted work groups to implement the CAP Term Sheet®, adopted on November 22,
2022. During Phase Il, Work Groups are continuing to meet and discuss priorities and drafting various
documents for their respective areas: Safe Drinking Water; Sustainable Water Supplies; Ecosystem Health;
Land Use, Demand Reduction and Land Repurposing; Implementation.

The Bureau of Reclamation is currently funding the CAP. This funding supports its management and
facilitation of the overall CAP process and the development of a prioritization tool. The tool is envisioned to
be used by CAP participants, federal and state agencies, other stakeholders, and the public to evaluate
policy recommendations, programmatic changes, and projects to achieve sustainable water management
in the San Joaquin Valley.

The Steering Committee created a subgroup and will review several prioritization tools developed by other
organizations and use those examples to craft a work plan and initial set of criteria for consideration.

i Request from Authority staff
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CAP Workgroups for 6-Month CAP Priority Actions
ILRP and CV-Salts

1.

Review changes to the ILRP and CV-SALTS updates and recommend improvements to the SWRCB
and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards.

Better coordination between GSAs and the Nitrate Program to maximize water quality testing for
multiple purposes.

Consider a pilot area to evaluate the potential for information sharing and integration.

The regulations should consider identifying targets for nitrates and other COCs so progress can be
evaluated.

CAP could look to privately solicit information on fees across different programs to look at the
potential for fee harmonization.

Land Transition

1. Support CDFW implementation of Regional Conservation Investment Strategies to support
mitigation projects.

2. Use the experience and results of MLRP Round 1 and 2 to provide feedback on MLRP Round 3
guidelines to the Department of Conservation to ensure effective implementation of the program,
including the provision of meaningful community benefits.

3. Develop guidelines to address workforce challenges associated with land transition, especially
related to rural communities.

4. Advocate for infrastructure funding and regulatory changes to accelerate large-scale solar projects,
as one avenue to help support the transition of agricultural land and reduce water demand in a
manner that protects communities over the long term.

5. In collaboration with the S2J2 Catalyst Project, for ecosystem restoration, create a near-term and
long-term vision and set of objectives for ecosystem restoration, and advocate for funding by the
state and federal governments

6. Develop best practices for data centers and water use, which could inform the approval of data
centers by state and local governments

SGMA Implementation

1. Complete Kaweah economic analysis and recommend improvements for SGMA implementation to
the Governor, Legislature, and Department of Water Resources

2. Complete assessment of some other subbasins in the S2J2 geographic area and revise investment
recommendations to S2J2 and advocate high-impact investments for funding through Prop 4.

3. Define key attributes for the successful implementation of GSPs for DWR to support in their
guidelines for Prop 4 funding.

4. Track DWR subsidence best management practices and recommend improvements for

implementation to DWR.
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Water Supply

1.

2.

Support funding of projects and operational changes during high flow events that meet
environmental regulations in the Delta and improve Delta deliveries south of the Delta to provide
benefits to the San Joaquin Valley

Advocate for regulatory improvements to the Legislature and state agencies (i.e., DWR, SWRCB) to
accelerate groundwater recharge permitting that provides flood control and protects water quality
and downstream users.

Support actions by DWR and other agencies to implement DWR Watershed studies to advance the
CAP outcomes.

Other Six-Month Priorities

1.

2.

3.

Prioritization Tool

Long-term Habitat Plan

Water for Wildlife Refuges

San Joaquin River Restoration Program

“Cutting Green Tape”
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Updated 2026 Restoration Allocation and
Default Flow Schedule
February 20, 2026

Summary

The updated Restoration Allocation is based on an Unimpaired Runoff Forecast at the 75%
probability of exceedance of 1,642 Thousands of Acre-Feet (TAF). This results in a Normal-Wet
Water Year Type. This value for the runoff forecast was arrived at by blending the Department
of Water Resources (DWR) and National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts with a 20/80 ratio,
respectively, and using professional judgment to adjust the forecast to encompass a wider range
of possible runoff values. Accordingly, 310.253 TAF is allocated to the Restoration Program as
measured at Gravelly Ford. The Restoration Administrator is asked to return a recommendation
on February 26, 2026.

Overview

The following transmits the updated 2026 Restoration Allocation and Default Flow Schedule to
the Restoration Administrator for the San Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP),
consistent with the January 2020 (Version 2.1) Restoration Flow Guidelines (Guidelines or
RFG). This Restoration Allocation and Default Flow Schedule provides the following:

e Forecasted water year Unimpaired Runoff: the estimated annual flows that would occur
absent regulation on the river. This value is also known as the “Natural River,”
“Unimpaired Runoff,” “Unimpaired Inflow,” or “Full Natural Flow,” and is utilized to
identify the water year type.

e Hydrograph Volumes: the annual allocation hydrograph based on water year Unimpaired
Runoff, utilizing Method 3.1 with the Gamma Pathway (RFG-Appendix C, Figure C3)
agreed to by the Parties in December 2008.

e Default Flow Schedule: the schedule of Restoration Flows in the absence of a
recommendation from the Restoration Administrator.

e Additional Allocations: the hypothetical Restoration Allocations that would result from
50%, 75%, and 90% probability of exceedance (often shortened as “% exceedance”) of
the Unimpaired Runoff Forecast. The 98%, 25%, 10%, and 2% exceedances may also be
included.

e Unreleased Restoration Flows: the amount of Restoration Flows not released due to
channel capacity constraints, or without delaying completion of Phase 1 improvements.

1



e Flow targets at Gravelly Ford: the flows at the head of Reach 2, and estimated scheduled
releases from Friant Dam adjusted for the assumed Holding Contract demands and losses
in Exhibit B.

e Restoration Budget: the volumes for the annual allocation, spring flexible flow, base
flow, riparian recruitment, and fall flexible flow.

e Remaining Flow Volume: the volume of Restoration Flows released, the remaining
volume available, and associated limitations and flexibility.

e Operational Constraints: the flow release limitations based on downstream channel
capacity, regulatory, or legal constraints.

Consistent with Paragraph 18 of the Settlement, the Restoration Administrator shall make
recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior concerning the manner in which the
hydrographs shall be implemented. As described in the Guidelines, the Restoration
Administrator is requested to recommend a flow schedule showing the use of the entire annual
allocation during the upcoming Restoration Year or otherwise identify Unreleased Restoration
Flows and categorize recommended flows by account. If a recommendation is not provided by
the Restoration Administrator, the Capacity Constrained Default Flow Schedule (Table 8b) or
the most recently approved schedule will be implemented. The Restoration Administrator is
asked to return a recommendation on February 26.

Forecasted Unimpaired Runoff

Unimpaired Runoff represents the natural water production of a river basin, unaltered by
upstream diversions, storage, or by export or import of water to or from other watersheds (a.k.a.
“Unimpaired Inflow” or “Natural River” or “Full Natural Flow”). It is calculated for the period
of a water year and also for shorter periods (e.g. April-July). The forecast of Unimpaired Runoff
for the entire water year determines the volume of Restoration Flows available for the
Restoration Year (i.e., the Restoration Allocation) (see Table 1). Information for forecasting the
Unimpaired Runoff includes:

e Observation of Unimpaired Runoff into Millerton Lake to support the water supply
allocation

e The California DWR Bulletin 120 (B120) latest update for San Joaquin River inflow to
Millerton Lake Unimpaired Flow, and/or the most current DWR Bulletin Water Supply
Index (WSI)

e The NWS Ensemble Streamflow Prediction (ESP) Water Supply Forecast for the San
Joaquin River at Millerton Lake

e Other forecast models, ground-based observations, remotely-sensed observations,
hydrologic models, analysis of historic patterns, and short-term weather forecasts as
appropriate.

Table 1 shows the 2026 water year (October 1, 2025 to September 30, 2026) observed
accumulated and forecasted water year Unimpaired Runoff into Millerton Lake. Table 2 includes



the published DWR forecast (with updates when available), the NWS forecast, and the NWS
forecast with a 7-day smoothing function applied to remove the day-to-day variance. Figure 1a
plots DWR and NWS forecast values over the entire water year, while Figure 1b shows the most
recent period in detail. The DWR B120 forecast for February 1 (issued February 9) is developed
from snow course information supported by other information such as snowpack modeling and
Airborne Snow Observatory (ASO) surveys.

In 2026, Reclamation’s Joint Forecasting Team is using revised forecasting procedures which
adjusts monthly runoff forecasts in a different manner than previous years. The steps now being
used are described in the section “Creating a Hybrid Forecast” below.

Table 1.  San Joaquin River Water Year Observed Unimpaired Runoff

Statistic Value
Accumulated Unimpaired Runoff
(“Natural River”) February 18, 2026 1 396.3 TAF
Accumulated Unimpaired Runoff as percent of normal [ 140%

1. Full Natural Flow Monthly MILEN
2. Based on average accumulation of Unimpaired Runoff totaling 1,830 TAF.

Table 2.  Water Year Forecasted Unimpaired Runoff at Millerton Lake (in TAF) for various
probabilities of exceedance

Runoff Forecast 98% [ 90% 75% 50% 25% 10% 2% 7]
DWR, February 1, 2026 3¢l

(Publishod Value) 700 830 1,120 1,460 1,970 2,410 —
DWR, February 17, 2026 36!
(Updated A-J, converted to — 1,070 1,300 1,580 2,095 2,540 —
Water Year)

[4]
NWS, February 19, 2026 1,520 1,740 1,880 2,170 2,540 2,990 3,530

(Published Daily Value)

Smoothed NWS,
February 19, 2026 Bl 1,458 1,610 1,845 2,125 2,504 2,942 3,425
(7-day Smoothing)

3. B120: Bulletin 120 - WSI. When only April-July runoff forecasts are available, they are converted to Water Year
equivalents in this table.

4. CNREFC - Ensemble Products - FRAC1\

5. The NWS smoothed data uses a 7-day triangular weighted moving average, where the most recent day (n) is
given greater weight than each previous forecast day (n-1, 2, 3, etc.); this reduces noise stemming from ESP
model input. The following formula is used: ((Forecastn* 1) + (Forecastn-1 * 0.857) + (Forecastn-2 * 0.714) +
(Forecastn-3* 0.571) + (Forecastn.4 * 0.429) + (Forecastns * 0.286) + (Forecastns* 0.143)) / 4

6. DWR values at the 75% exceedance and 25% exceedance are interpolated if they are not published.

7. DWR does not issue a 2% exceedance forecast. Also, DWR uses a 99% exceedance statistic whereas the NWS
statistic is closer to 98%. For simplicity, they are labeled as 98% and 2% regardless of origination.



https://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/milfln.pdf
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/iodir?s=b120
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/iodir?s=b120
https://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/ensembleProduct.php?id=FRAC1&prodID=9

Figure 1a. Plot of 2026 Water Year forecasts. This includes both NWS Ensemble Streamflow
Prediction Forecasts and DWR Forecasts at the 90%, 75%, 50%, 25%, and 10%
exceedances (shown as shaded bands for NWS and squares for DWR).

Figure 1b. Detail plot of most recent forecasts. Also shown are Reclamation’s “hybrid” forecast with
open circles.



Hydrologic Narrative

The Upper San Joaquin watershed has experienced above average precipitation so far in the 2026
water year. The first three months of the water year were each above average with January
slightly below average. Each of the first four months of the water year were noted for abnormally
high air temperatures in the Sierra Nevada, especially during precipitation events. Through
January, the rain-snow line has typically ranged from 6,500’ to 9,000’, resulting in more rain
than snow falling in the watershed.

February 11-19, a series of colder storms substantially increased the snowpack volume. These
storms added to the modest snowpack at higher elevations and brought the first snow to the
lower elevations. Thus, snowpack at elevations below 8,000” improved substantially. Figure 2
depicts the SWE traces for two representative stations in the Upper San Joaquin watershed, the
lower elevation station showing large relative increases in Snow Water Equivalent (SWE).

Snowpack information has improved since the Initial Restoration Allocation. The first
comprehensive California Cooperative Snow Surveys in the San Joaquin were completed around
February 1, and advanced snowpack models are now fully operational. The first ASO survey for
the water year was completed January 27 with snowpack density information supported by the
on-the-ground snow course measurements. Prior to the February storm series, snowpack volume
declined to 500-550 TAF but has since rebounded to 958 TAF as of February 17 (and has likely
exceeded 1,000 TAF by February 19). Table 3 shows a brief summary of snowpack estimates
along with Reclamation’s consensus estimates.



Figure 2. Mammoth Pass Snow Pillow trace (top) compared to Graveyard Meadow Snow Pillow
trace (bottom). 2026 Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) is plotted here as blue line against
historic probabilities at two of the many snow pillows. The orange line traces the 30-year
average. Mammoth Pass SWE has recently approached median conditions (gray line) and
the station lies at 9,300 feet elevation, whereas Graveyard Meadow SWE is also close to
median conditions and the station lies at 6,900 feet elevation.

Table 3.  Total snowpack volume (TAF of Snow Water Equivalent) depicted by models and
remote sensing, and consensus estimates made by Reclamation

Snowpack Model SWE Volumes (TAF)
ASO Inc.
NWS CU Boulder (Aerial
CNRFC NOHRSC (Real-time DWR M3W Snow Reclamation
Date (Snow-17) | (SNODAS) SWE) @ iSnobal iSnobal ¥ | Survey) [*9 | Consensus
Not Not Not Not
Jan 15,2026 ge1 33 Available | Available | Available | Available 3
581 573
Feb 17, 2026 1063 1192 (Feb 15) 891 958 (Jan 27) 958

CU Boulder “Real-time SWE” model began issuances February 8.
The “iSnobal” model for the San Joaquin is produced by M3Works under a contract with ASO.

10. The first ASO survey is occurred January 27. The total survey volume was 573 TAF without snow cover on
frozen water bodies and approximately 584 TAF including snow over frozen water bodies.




Creating a Hybrid Forecast

Staff from the South-Central California Area Office of Reclamation, Reclamation’s SIRRP
office, and Friant Water Authority jointly track and evaluate the accuracy of runoff forecasts on a
regular basis. Based on the age of these forecasts, the historic performance of these forecasts, the
short-term and long-term weather forecasts, the climatological outlook, observed Unimpaired
Runoff, and other available information, a hybrid forecast is generated. The blending of the
different forecasts and any other adjustments are regularly evaluated and selected using the best
available information and professional judgment. A new process of combining and adjusting
forecasts is in use in 2026. The adjustment steps used to create Reclamation’s hybrid forecast is
summarized in Table 4 and the resulting hybrid forecast values are shown in Table 5.

Monthly Manual Override

Prior to blending and adjusting, Reclamation may “override” runoff forecasts in particular
months of the year based on current runoff trends, runoff models other than the DWR and NWS
products, or historic patterns. If a particular month is manually adjusted in this manner, the
remaining months are revised such that the total water year runoff volume is unchanged. These
manually adjusted values are retained through the hybrid forecast process and are unaffected by
subsequent scaling or adjustments. Most commonly this is applied to the current month. For this
allocation (based on an analysis conducted on February 19), a manual override was applied
to the month of February. The inserted values were slightly lower at all exceedances than
the published values.

Blending of DWR & NWS forecasts

Reclamation considers the DWR runoff forecast products and the NWS runoff forecast products
as primary sources for guidance. Each has their strengths and weaknesses, and experience has
shown that the correct value (in hindsight) often lies between these two forecast products. The
next step in creating a hybrid forecast is to blend these two products together using professional
judgment and by referencing auxiliary information®. For the current allocation, the DWR WSI
forecast for April — July and NWS *“smoothed and runoff adjusted” forecast for April —
July are combined with a 20/80 blending, respectively (i.e., 20% DWR, 80% NWS) (Table
4). The blending ratio effectively scales the NWS forecast at all exceedances to 96.8% of its
original value since the DWR forecast is lower.

Additional Forecast Scaling

Other runoff forecast products are becoming available for the Upper San Joaquin watershed in
recent years. While these are often considered “experimental” in nature or lack a long period of
operation to demonstrate their reliability, they nonetheless can provide additional guidance when

L with the new hybrid forecast procedures being implemented in 2026, the NWS forecast is treated as the
“backbone” forecast and then adjusted in the manner described. The treatment of the NWS forecast in this manner
is because the NWS forecast is issued daily, is available for a broader range of exceedances, and is
comprehensive by including water year, A-J, monthly, and daily values at each issuance.



properly evaluated and weighted. Sometimes these additional forecast products lie outside the
range bracketed by the DWR and NWS forecast. The Joint Forecast Team may adjust the
forecast by applying an additional scaling function to bring the hybrid forecast more in-line with
these additional products. For this allocation, an additional scaling factor of 90%
(multiplying by 0.900) was applied to this forecast. This scaling factor was applied to bring
the resulting forecast closer in-line with the Reclamation water budget model and WRF-
Hydro runoff forecasts, both of which were lower than both the DWR and NWS published
forecasts. The cumulative scaling from both the blending and the additional scaling is
87.1%

Dispersion Adjustment

The term “dispersion” describes the breadth of the values across various probabilities of
exceedance. Often this is quantified by finding the range between the 10% and 90% exceedance
values. Models which are under-dispersed convey a false sense of confidence in how dry or wet
future conditions may be, even if the 50% exceedance is accurately forecasted. Models which are
over-dispersed unnecessarily inject uncertainty into the forecast and all operations which rely
upon that forecast. Because the NWS runoff forecast product does not incorporate hydrologic
uncertainty (for example, it assumes a single soil moisture value and does not ascribe any
uncertainty in that parameter), sometimes it is beneficial to increase the dispersion in the hybrid
forecast which “stretches” the extreme probabilities. Dispersion adjustments do not affect the
50% exceedance value. For this allocation, +12% additional dispersion was applied to this
forecast. Additional dispersion is often added when a forecast is scaled using a value less
than 100%, which compresses the dispersion. Dispersion is also sometimes added to
compensate for the NWS runoff model’s lack of hydrologic uncertainty. This results in a
range between the 10% April —July (A-J) and the 90% A-J of 889 TAF. This compares to the
NWS published range of 911 TAF and the DWR published range of 1150 TAF.

Skew Adjustment

The final step in creating a hybrid forecast is to optionally apply additional skew to the
distribution. “Positive skew” describes how the range between the 50% and 10% exceedances is
larger than the range between the 90% and 50% exceedances. Occasionally, it may be warranted
to increase or decrease the skew in the hybrid forecast suite. Skew adjustments do not affect the
50% exceedance value. For this allocation, no skew adjustment was applied to this forecast



Table 4.

Current Blending and Adjustments to create a Hybrid Forecast

Adjustment Step

Adjustment Applied to All Probability of Exceedances

Monthly Manual Override

Yes — February

Blending Ratio

20/80 (DWR/NWS) which is equivalent to a 96.8% scaling of NWS

Additional Scaling 90%
Dispersion Adjustment +12%
Skew Adjustment none

Table 5.  Current Hybrid Unimpaired Runoff Forecasts (TAF)
Runoff Forecast 98% 90% 75% 50% 25% 10% 2%
Reclamation’s Hybrid 1,264 1,413 1,642 1,915 2,287 2,716 3,189
Unimpaired Runoff Forecast




Restoration Allocation

As per the Guidelines, the 75% probability of exceedance forecast is used for the allocation
under current hydrologic conditions to set the Restoration Flow Allocation. Table 6 below, from
the Guidelines Version 2.1, depicts the progression of forecast exceedances used to set the
Restoration Allocation. The final allocation issuance is made in May or June as per the
Guidelines. First, use the current 50% forecast to select which row is applicable to the current
hydrology situation. Then, move across columns to the appropriate month and find the applicable
probability of exceedance should be used to generate the Restoration Allocation.

Table 6.  Guidance on Percent Probability of Exceedance Forecast to Use for Restoration

Allocation.
January February March April May June
Above 2,200 TAF 50 50 50 50 50 —
1,600 to 2,200 TAF 75 75 50 50 50 —
If the 50%
forecast 900 to 1,599 TAF 75 75 75 50 50 —
is:
! 500 to 899 TAF 90 90 75 50 50 50
Below 500 TAF 90 90 90 90 75 50

Applying the forecast blending and adjustments determined by Reclamation and using the 75%
probability of exceedance forecast dictated by the Guidelines, Reclamation calculates an
Unimpaired Runoff hybrid forecast of 1,642 TAF and a Normal-Wet Water Year Type.
This provides a Restoration Allocation of 310.253 TAF as measured at Gravelly Ford
(GRF). Combined with Holding Contracts on the San Joaquin River, this results in a Friant
Dam release of approximately 427.198 TAF (Table 7). Other hypothetical allocations are
presented in Table 7 and indicate the range of possible forecasts and the resulting Restoration
Allocations.

Table 7. SJRRP Water Year Type and Allocation for 2026 Restoration Year (highlighted in blue)
shown with other hypothetical values for each probability of exceedance forecast.

98% 90% 75% 50% 25% 10% 2%

Reclamation’s Hybrid
Unimpaired Runoff 1,264 1,413 1,642 1,915 2,287 2,716 3,189
Forecast (TAF)

Normal- Normal- Normal- Normal- Normal-
Water Year Type Dry Dry Wet Wet Wet Wet Wet

Restoration Allocation

at GRF (TAF) 258.316 278.374 310.253 348.499 400.615 556.542 556.542

Friant Dam Flow

375.262 359.319 427.198 465.444 517.560 673.488 673.488
Releases (TAF)
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Unreleased Restoration Flow Pricing

The first allocation issued after March 21 sets the price for 2026 Tier 2 Unreleased Restoration
Flows (URFs) which may be made available to Friant Contractors. Tier 1 URF pricing is
independent of hydrology and fixed at $25.00 per acre-foot in 2026.

Contractual Obligation Considerations

Consistent with Section 10004(j) of the San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Act, the
Settlement and the Settlement Act do not modify the rights and obligations of the United States
under the Purchase Contract between Miller and Lux and the United States (Purchase Contract)
and the Second Amended Exchange Contact (Exchange Contract), between the United States
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation and Central California Irrigation District
(CCID), San Luis Canal Company (SLCC), Firebaugh Canal Water District (FCWD), and
Columbia Canal Company (CCC). These four districts are collectively known as the San Joaquin
River Exchange Contractors (SJREC). Reclamation’s obligations in the Purchase Contract and
Exchange Contract remain unchanged by this allocation, which is consistent with Condition 17
of Reclamation’s 2013 Water Rights Order addressing Restoration Flows.

Hydrologic conditions in Northern California, where the SJREC water supply is typically
generated, are trending above average. 2026 is expected to be a “Non-Shasta Critical” allocation
for SIREC. Federal storage in San Luis Reservoir is on track to meet the 2026 Exchange
Contract supply.
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Default Flow Schedule

The Default Flow Schedule, derived from Exhibit B in the Settlement, identifies how
Reclamation will schedule the Restoration Allocation for the current Water Year Type and
Unimpaired Runoff volume absent a recommendation from the Restoration Administrator. The
Guidelines provide detail on how a Default Flow Schedule is parsed from the allocation volume.
This approved method of distributing water throughout the year is referred to as “Method 3.1”
with the “gamma pathway.”

Exhibit B Method 3.1 Default Flow Schedules

Table 8a shows the Basic Default Flow Schedule flows and corresponding Restoration
Allocation volumes for the entire year absent channel capacity and seepage constraints, including
releases from Friant Dam and Restoration Flow releases in excess of Holding Contracts. Volume
is distributed as various flow rates across the year as per methods explained in the Guidelines.

Table 8a. Basic Default Flow Schedule

Holding Friant Dam Restoration
Friant Dam Contracts Flow Target | Restoration Release Flow at GRF
Release (11 at GRF Flow at GRF Valime Vallme
Flow Period Flow (cfs) Flow (cfs) Flow (cfs) Flow (cfs) (TAF) (TAF)
Mar 1-Mar 15 500 130 375 370 14.876 11.008
Mar 16—Mar 31 1500 130 1375 1370 47.603 43.478
Apr 1-Apr 15 2500 150 2355 2350 74.380 69.917
Apr 16-Apr 30 2432 150 2287 2282 72.356 67.893
May 1-May 28 350 190 165 160 19.438 8.886
May 29-Jun 30 350 190 165 160 22.909 10.473
July 1-July 29 350 230 125 120 20.132 6.902
Jul 30-Aug 31 350 230 125 120 22.909 7.855
Sep 1-Sep 30 350 210 145 140 20.826 8.331
Oct 1-Oct 31 350 160 195 190 21.521 11.683
Nov 1-Nov 6 700 130 575 570 8.331 6.783
Nov 7—Nov 10 700 130 575 570 5.554 4.522
Nov 11-Nov 30 350 120 235 230 13.884 9.124
Dec 1-Dec 31 350 120 235 230 21.521 14.142
Jan 1-Jan 31 350 100 255 250 21.521 15.372
Feb 1-Feb 28 350 100 255 250 19.438 13.884
Totals: 427.198 310.253

11. Inrecent years, Holding Contract demands have been higher than assumed under Exhibit B of the Settlement, in
which case, flows at Friant are increased to achieve the Gravelly Ford Flow Target.
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Table 8b shows the Capacity Constrained Default Flow Schedule volumes with all expected
operational constraints, primarily controlled by seepage limitations in Reach 4A. Any volume
within the Spring Flexible Flow Account and Fall Flexible Flow Account that cannot be released
on the default schedule is shifted to other times during the flexible flow period with available
capacity as per the Guidelines. This Capacity Constrained Default Flow Schedule depicted in
Table 8b will be implemented in the absence of a specific recommendation by the Restoration
Administrator. Table 8b uses Exhibit B losses; actual losses are greater in most cases. With
these known constraints?, a Restoration Flow volume of 76.489 TAF is generated that
cannot be scheduled for release without shifting outside of the flexible flow periods (which
would require a Water Supply Test). This volume would become URFs under the Capacity
Constrained Default Flow Schedule using Exhibit B losses. Note that this estimate is based on
the newly set Reach 3 seepage capacity of approximately 895 cfs and a raised Reach 4A seepage
capacity of approximately 950 cfs? (see section on Channel Capacity). This is an estimated
volume of water, actual URF volumes will depend on several factors including the Restoration
Administrator Recommendation, flow schedule to date, recapture of Restoration Flows at
Mendota Pool, any Friant Dam releases made for the Exchange Contract, real-time assessments
of groundwater constraints, actual river losses, and in-river construction projects.

1 As shown by Table 14, the estimated seepage capacity in Reach 3 is dynamic because it is dependent upon water
deliveries to Arroyo Canal. For the purposes of Table 8b, an annual mean Reach 3 capacity for Restoration Flows
was assumed to be 600 cfs.

2 Reach 4A seepage limitation of 950 cfs is an approximate seepage capacity flow rate. Higher flows conducted in
2026 may help refine this estimate. As always, seepage constraints are driven by real-time groundwater
conditions and may be above or below the estimated flow rates shown here.
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Table 8b. Capacity Constrained Default Flow Schedule

Flow (cfs) Volume (TAF)
Holding Restoration Unreleased
Friant Dam | Contracts |Flow Target| Flow at Friant Dam | Restoration | Restoration

Flow Period Release [12] at GRF GRF Release |Flow at GRF| Flow [

Mar 1-Mar 15 847 130 722 717 25.189 21.322 -10.313
Mar 16—Mar 31 847 130 722 717 26.869 22.743 20.735
Apr 1-Apr 15 867 150 722 717 25.784 21.322 48.596
Apr 16-Apr 30 867 150 722 717 25.784 21.322 46.571

May 1-May 28 907 190 722 717 50.352 39.800 -30.917
May 29-Jun 30 346 190 161 156 22.630 10.194 0.279
Jul 1-Jul 29 346 230 121 116 19.887 6.658 0.245
Jul 30-Aug 31 346 230 121 116 22.630 7.576 0.279
Sep 1-Sep 30 346 210 141 136 20.573 8.077 0.253
Oct 1-Oct 31 346 160 191 186 21.259 11.421 0.262
Nov 1-Nov 6 739 130 614 609 8.795 7.248 -0.464
Nov 7 —Nov 10 696 130 571 566 5.520 4.489 0.034
Nov 11-Nov 30 346 120 231 226 13.715 8.955 0.169
Dec 1-Dec 31 346 120 231 226 21.259 13.880 0.262
Jan 1-Jan 31 346 100 251 246 21.259 15.110 0.262
Feb 1-Feb 28 346 100 251 246 19.202 13.648 0.236
Totals: 350.709 233.764 76.489

12. Inrecent years, Holding Contract demands have been higher than assumed under Exhibit B of the Settlement, in
which case, flows at Friant are increased to achieve the Gravelly Ford Flow Target.

13. This estimate of URF volume is based on the most constraining reach, with Spring Flexible Flows redistributed
March 1 through May 28 as necessary and Fall Flexible Flows redistributed September 3 through December 28
as necessary up to channel capacity constraints. Constrained values are based on actual losses, not Exhibit B
losses. Actual URF volume will depend on the Restoration Administrator’s recommendations.
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Exhibit B Restoration Flow Budget

Table 9 shows the components of the annual water budget for February 1, 2026, through
February 28, 2027 (i.e., the Restoration Year including the spring flexible flow period). The
Continuity Flow Account, Spring Flexible Flow Account, Riparian Recruitment Flow Account,
and Fall Flexible Flow Account reflect the Exhibit B hydrograph for the current Restoration
Allocation. The Exhibit B value of 116.945 TAF for Holding Contracts is shown. The volume
for each flow account may change with subsequent Restoration Allocations.

Table 9. Restoration Budget with Flow Accounts
Holding Riparian
Contract Spring Flexible Recruitment Fall Flexible
Demand Continuity Flow| Flow Account Flow Account Flow Account
Period (TAF) Account (TAF) (TAF) (TAF) (TAF)
Feb 1-Feb 28 - 0 - -
Mar 1-Apr 30 16.919 25.428 166.868 - -
May 1-May 28 10.552 8.886 0 -
May 29-Jul 29 25.666 17.375 - 0 -
Jul 30-Aug 31 15.055 7.855 - - -
Sep 1-Sep 30 12.496 8.331 - -
Oct 1-Nov 30 17.177 25.170 - - 6.942
Dec 1-Dec 31 7.379 14.142 - -
Jan 1-Feb 28 11.702 29.256 - - -
136.443 166.868 0 6.942
116.945 14
Totals 310.253 (Base Flow volume)
427.198 (Approximate Friant Release Volume) [13]

14. Since the early 2000s, Holding Contract demands have been higher than assumed under Exhibit B of the
Settlement, in which case, flows at Friant are increased to achieve the Gravelly Ford Flow Target.
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Remaining Flow Volumes

The amount of water remaining for scheduling is the volume of flows released from Friant Dam
in excess of releases required to meet Holding Contract demands, less past releases. Table 10
tracks these balances among the four flow accounts. Tracking these four flow accounts is
necessary for application of the Water Supply Test. The released-to-date volumes are derived
from quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) daily average data when available, and partly
from provisional data posted to CDEC, and thus may have future adjustments. Such adjustments

may also affect the remaining flow volume.

Table 10. Estimated Restoration Flow Volume Remaining and Released to Date
Released Removed Remaining
Yearly to Riverto | as URFs to Flow
Allocation Date [13] Date [1%] Volume
Flow Account (TAF) (TAF) (TAF) (TAF)
Continuity Flow Account
(Mar 1— Feb 28) 136.443 0 0 136.443
Spring Flexible Flows
Base (Feb 1-May 28) 166.868 0 0 166.868
Flows Riparian Recruitment Flows 0 o 0 0
(May 1-Jul 29)
Fall Flexible Flows
(Sep 3-Dec 28) 6.942 0 0 6.942
Buffer Flows [ — — 0 0
Unreleased Restoration Flows . . 0 .
(Returned Exchanges)
Purchased Water — — 0 —
Totals: 0 0 310.253

15. These are “Base Flow” releases through February 19, 2026

16. Buffer Flow volumes are based on actual releases, and are not an allocated volume per se.
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Unreleased Restoration Flows

Unreleased Restoration Flows are created when inadequate channel capacity exists or other
limitations which prevent the release of the entire Restoration Allocation volume. This extra
volume may be sold or exchanged in a manner which benefits the Restoration Goal of the
Settlement. URFs which are exchanged become available at another time (typically in the future)
and thus may augment the current Restoration Allocation volume. Occasionally, URF exchange
agreements may be structured in such a way to require a commitment of URFs in the future. The
accounting of URF involved in exchanges is described below.

Available URF Exchange Returns

SJRRP has renegotiated two URF Exchange Agreements which are available for calling upon in
2026. SJRRP is working on extending a third agreement (Table 11).

Table 11. Volume available from URF Exchange Returns

Minimum
Exchange Period of Required Maximum Annual
Partner Return [16] Return (TAF) Return (TAF) Notes

Return volume decreased 10%
per year. Expires at end of
FID Apr-Sep 171 — an Up to 2.362 TAF Restoration Year 2027. Available
Critical-High through Wet year
types. 60-day advanced notice.

Expires at end of Contract Year
2029. Available Critical-High
through Wet year types. Must
notify prior to July 1

Up to 5.521 TAF
AEWSD Apr—Feb 17 — 07 3,312 TAF in Dry
2,366 TAF in C-H

OCID — [7. 8] Currently being renegotiated

17. Unused water is purchased by District
18. Unless otherwise by mutual agreement or modification of agreement

URF Exchange Commitments

There are currently no commitments or encumbrances to any URF inventory (Table 12).

Table 12. Volume Committed to URF Exchanges

Exchange
Partner Exchange Terms Notes
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Operational Constraints

Operating criteria, such as channel conveyance capacity, ramping rate constraints, scheduled
maintenance or construction, reservoir storage, flood management, contractual obligations, and
downstream seepage concerns, may restrict the release of Restoration Flows. Table 13
summarizes known 2026 Restoration Year operational constraints (and also covers the last
month of the 2025 Restoration Year).

Table 13. Summary of Operational Constraints

Type of Constraint Period Flow Limitation
Currently in effect 1,210 cfs in Reach 2B
Levee Stability Currently in effect 2,600 cfs in Middle Eastside Bypass
Currently in effect 2,350 cfs in Reach 5
Seepage Limitation Currently in effect Reach 3: Approximately 895 cfs at MEN [19]

1,660 cfs of Restoration Flows released at

USFWS Biological Opinion Until consultation for “Phase 2" .
Friant Dam

Contract requires ability to pass a minimum of
230 cfs. Actual flow limitation is higher for this
period. Reclamation is currently working with
the construction contractor to accommodate
higher flows at Sack Dam which would then
be limited by seepage (see above).

February 1-May 25, 2026

Contract requires ability to pass a minimum of

Conks]truction — er’oyok Canal 0 cfs. Actual flow limitation may be higher and
Fish Screen and Sack Dam is dependent on dewatering plan.
Fish Passage 01 May 26, 2026-August 31, 2026 Reclamation intends to engage construction

contractor to pass higher flows during this
period.

September 1, 2026—October 31, | Contract requires ability to pass a minimum of
2026 150 cfs. Actual flow limitation may be higher.

November 1, 2026—February 28, | Contract requires ability to pass a minimum of
2027 230 cfs. Actual flow limitation may be higher.

19. A seepage easement was signed in March 2025 increasing the seepage limitation to the current estimate of
895 cfs at MEN. Reach 3 must accommodate both Arroyo Canal water deliveries and Restoration Flows, see
Table 14 for estimated rate for only Restoration Flows. Seepage constraints are driven by real-time groundwater
conditions and may be above or below the estimated flow rates shown here.

20. Flow limitations will be iterative and determined in coordination with the construction contractor so as not to delay
completion of the Phase 1 Settlement improvements (Paragraph 11(a) and Paragraph 13(i) of the Settlement).

The 2026 Channel Capacity Report identifies a maximum flow in Reach 2B of 1,210 cfs due to
levee stability constraints. This results in a maximum release from Friant Dam between 1,460 cfs
and 1,590 cfs depending on the time of year. The 2026 Channel Capacity Report also identifies a
maximum flow in the Middle Eastside Bypass of 2,600 cfs, which was increased from the 2022
Channel Capacity Report value of 1,070 cfs due to the completion of the DWR Reach O levee
improvements project and the removal of two weirs within the Eastside Bypass.

With active construction in the San Joaquin River corridor to complete Settlement Phase 1
projects, there are expected to be periods over the next several years where channel capacity
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through construction sites becomes the most limiting constraint. Reclamation will coordinate
with construction contractors to maximize the amount of Restoration Flows that can be passed
through project sites but will also ensure that completion of Phase 1 projects are not delayed by
Restoration Flow passage. As with other aspects of channel capacity, flow constraints through
construction sites cannot be guaranteed or predicted far into the future. Reclamation will
periodically update flow limitations imposed by construction.

For the period February 1 — May 25, 2026, Reclamation has confidence that the Arroyo Canal
Fish Screen and Sack Dam Fish Passage construction site can accommodate flows of at least 700
cfs, which would result in the Reach 3 seepage limitation being controlling for that period of
time. Since Reach 3 must accommodate Restoration Flows as well as water deliveries to Arroyo
Canal, the expected flow rate specific to Restoration Flows is complex. Table 14 uses historic
delivery patterns to Arroyo Canal and assumed Reach 3 losses and flow variability to arrive at an
estimated Restoration Flow rate at the end of Reach 3. Fluctuations in Arroyo Canal water
deliveries may occasionally result in the need to reduce Restoration Flows at Friant Dam or
recapture Restoration Flow at Mendota Pool to remain below seepage limitations, which are
themselves dynamic and respond to local groundwater conditions.
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Table 14. Expected Reach 3 capacity for Restoration Flows. Since Arroyo Canal deliveries can be
forecasted based on historical data, one can estimate what remaining capacity in Reach 3 is
available to Restoration Flows. Actual capacity may be limited by other factors.

HM_RD Reach 3 Assumed Estimated Cap_acity
Period Re_ac_h 3_Seepage _ Typ_lcal Losses F_Iov_v_ for Restoration
Limitation (cfs) Hls_torlc Max (cfs) Variability Flows at Sack Dam

Delivery (cfs) (cfs) (cfs)
Feb 1-15 Approx. 895 200 50 25 630
Feb 16-28 Approx. 895 320 50 25 510
Mar 1-15 Approx. 895 320 50 25 510
Mar 15-31 Approx. 895 160 50 25 670
Apr 1-15 Approx. 895 160 50 25 670
Apr 16-30 Approx. 895 240 50 25 590
May 1-15 Approx. 895 280 50 25 550
May 16-25 Approx. 895 360 50 25 470
May 26-31 Approx. 895 400 50 25 430
Jun 1-15 Approx. 895 480 50 25 350
Jun 16-30 Approx. 895 520 50 25 310
Jul 1-15 Approx. 895 540 50 25 290
Jul 16-31 Approx. 895 540 50 25 290
Aug 1-15 Approx. 895 540 50 25 290
Aug 16-31 Approx. 895 540 50 25 290
Sep 1-15 Approx. 895 300 50 25 530
Sep 16-30 Approx. 895 360 50 25 470
Oct 1-15 Approx. 895 360 50 25 470
Oct 16-31 Approx. 895 340 50 25 490
Nov 1-15 Approx. 895 300 50 25 530
Nov 16-30 Approx. 895 260 50 25 570
Dec 1-15 Approx. 895 200 50 25 630
Dec 16-31 Approx. 895 180 50 25 650
Jan 1-15 Approx. 895 100 50 25 730
Jan 16-31 Approx. 895 100 50 25 730
Feb 1-15 Approx. 895 200 50 25 630
Feb 16-28 Approx. 895 320 50 25 510
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2026 Allocation History

The Restoration Allocation is adjusted multiple times between the date of the initial allocation
and the final allocation; issuances will generally take place on a monthly schedule but may also

be issued based on rapidly changing hydrologic conditions. The Restoration Administrator is
responsible for contingency planning and managing flow schedules to stay within the current

allocation to the extent possible, in accordance with the Guidelines. Table 15 summarizes the full

allocation history for this Restoration Year.

Table 15. Allocation History

IR EETEe Restoration | Restoration
. DWR: Cumu- : n Runoff .
Allocation Issue - Dispersion Year Allocation Flows and
NWS lative . Forecast
Type Date - . Adj. Type at Gravelly URFs
Blending | Scaling (at forecast
Ford Expended
exceedance)
0 TAF
Initial fg”;g% 20/80 95.6% +10% 1(%03;?; N‘\’,UZ?" 305.210 TAF |  (through
) 0 1/16/2026)
0 TAF
Updated | FEPMUY | om0 | 87.1% +12% 1642 TAF | Normal- | 54 555 tAE | (through
20, 2026 (@ 75%) Wet 2/19/2026)
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Appendix A:

Abbreviations, Acronyms, and Glossary

AEWSD
af

A-J

ASO
B120
CCC
CCID
CDEC

cfs

CVP
DEID
Delta
DWR

ESP
Exhibit B
FCWD
GRF

FID
Guidelines
NWS
QA/QC
OCID
Reclamation
Restoration Year
RFG

RWA
Secretary
Settlement
SJREC
SJRRP
SLCC
SMP

Arvin—Edison Water Storage District

acre-feet

April through July period

Airborne Snow Observatory

DWR Bulletin No. 120 which forecasts water supply
Columbia Canal Company

Central California Irrigation District

California Data Exchange Center

cubic feet per second

Central Valley Project

Delano—-Earlimart Irrigation District

Sacramento—San Joaquin Delta

California Department of Water Resources

Ensemble Streamflow Prediction

Exhibit B of the Settlement depicting Default Hydrograph
Firebaugh Canal Water District

Gravelly Ford Flow Gauge

Fresno Irrigation District

Restoration Flow Guidelines

National Weather Service

Quality Assurance/Quality Control (i.e., finalized)
Orange Cove Irrigation District

U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation
the cycle of Restoration Flows, March 1 through February 28/29
Restoration Flow Guidelines

SJRRP Reclaimed Water Account

U.S. Secretary of the Interior

Stipulation of Settlement in NRDC, et al., v. Kirk Rodgers, et al.
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors

San Joaquin River Restoration Program

San Luis Canal Company

Seepage Management Plan
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SWE
TAF
URF
WSI
WYy

Snow Water Equivalent

thousand acre-feet

Unreleased Restoration Flows

DWR Water Supply Index

Water year, October 1 through September 30
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Appendix B: Previous Year (2024) Flow Accounting

Table B1. Annual Restoration Flow Accounting and Unreleased Restoration Flows, and Holding Contracts, for the period February
2024 through February 2025. The Restoration Allocation had a year-end balance of +0.158 TAF.

Released Restoration Flow Volumes (TAF)
Gravelly Ford | Other Flows
5 cfs Passing URF Spring Fall Riparian
Requirement GRF Sold or Continuity Flexible Flexible Recruitment Buffer Flexible URF
(TAF) (TAF) Exch Flow Flow Flow Flow Flow Buffer Flow | Returned
141.068 34.788 2.539 0 3.822 0.625
0.473 178.395 (Base Restoration Flows) 4.447 (all Buffer Flows) 8.700
150.47
150.520 A1 12.623 182.842 (Restoration Flows affecting Friant water supply)
191.542 (Restoration Flows released to river)

328.868 (Restoration Allocation used)

355.515 (Friant Dam releases — excludes removed URFs, Restoration Flows advanced info
February, and excludes contributions from tributary inflows)

Al. Calculations of the 5 cfs requirement are sensitive to gauge error at GRF or imprecision in Friant Dam release.
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Table B2. Monthly Restoration Flow Accounting and Unreleased Restoration Flows, and Holding Contracts, for the period February
2024 through February 2025. Flood management releases to San Joaquin River occurred January 5—-February 5, 2023, and
March 8-July 26, 2023. No releases for the Exchange Contract occurred during this Restoration Year. The final Restoration Allocation
was 557.038 TAF. URF Sales and Exchanges removed from the Allocation totaled 373.849 TAF. Additionally, Unreleased Restoration
Flow exchange returns of 10.167 TAF were released to the San Joaquin River, and 0 TAF of Buffer Flows. A total of 0 TAF was
advanced into February 2024.

Other Released Restoration Flow Volumes (TAF)
Gravelly Ford Flows Combined

5 cfs Passing URF Spring Fall Riparian Flexible Released
Flow Requirement GRF Sold or | Continuity | Flexible | Flexible | Recruitment Buffer Buffer URF Restoration
Period (TAF) (TAF) Exch Flow Flow Flow Flow Flow Flow Returned Flow
Feb 1-
Feb 29 B B B B 0 B B B B B 0
Mar 1~ 9.935 0 0 13.527 9.558 - - 0 - 0 23.086
Mar 31
Apr 1- AL

10.530 A4 0 42.105 11.901 11.619 - - 0 - 0 23.520
Apr 30
May 1- AL
17.040 A1 9.989 108.368 9.927 13.611 - 0 0 23.538

May 31
Jun 1-

12.760 2.634 0 9.642 - - 0 0.571 0.238 10.451
Jun 30
Jul 1-
Jul 31 14.229 0 0 7.529 - - 0.738 0.625 3.259 11.526
Aug 1-

15.134 0 0 7.597 - - - 0.738 3.715 12.050
Aug 31
Sep 1-

14.384 0 0 8.279 - 10626 - 1.160 1.488 13.178
Sep 30
Oct 1- 13.240 0 0 11.476 - 0.099 - 0.615 0 12.190
Oct 31
Nov 1~ 12.254 0 0 13.470 - 0.367 - 0 0 0 13.837
Nov 30
Dec 1~ 11.449 0 0 14.231 - 0.446 - 0 0 14.678
Dec 31
Jan 1- 11.228 0 0 15.421 - - - 0 - 0 15.421
Jan 31
Feb 1-
Feb 28 8.337 0 0 18.067 - - - 0 - 0 18.067

25



Appendix C:

History of Millerton

Unimpaired Runoff

Table C.  Water Year Totals in
Thousand Acre-Feet
Water |Unimpaired | SJRRP Water
Year *2| Runoff (43 |Year Type [A4
1873 1063.6 | Normal-Dry
1874 1743.0 | Normal-Wet
1875 837.0 Dry
1876 2493.0 | Normal-Wet
1877 758.0 Dry
1888 2218.0 | Normal-Wet
1889 1452.2 | Normal-Wet
1890 3117.0 Wet
1891 2626.5 Wet
1892 1670.4 | Normal-Wet
1893 1286.7 | Normal-Dry
1894 3207.8 Wet
1895 1175.5 | Normal-Dry
1896 3905.0 Wet
1897 1412.0 | Normal-Dry
1898 906.0 Dry
1899 1517.0 | Normal-Wet

Water |Unimpaired | SJRRP Water Water |Unimpaired|SJRRP Water Water |Unimpaired | SJRRP Water
Year ¥4 | Runoff "3 | Year Type 4] | Year 4% | Runoff 3 |Year Type 4| | Year 142 | Runoff 3 | Year Type A4

1900 1337.1 | Normal-Dry 1920 1322.5 | Normal-Dry 1940 1880.6 | Normal-Wet
1901 2988.8 Wet 1921 1604.4 | Normal-Wet 1941 2652.5 Wet

1902 1704.0 | Normal-Wet 1922 2355.1 | Normal-Wet 1942 2254.0 | Normal-Wet
1903 1727.0 | Normal-Wet 1923 1654.3 | Normal-Wet 1943 2053.7 | Normal-Wet
1904 2062.0 | Normal-Wet 1924 444.1 | Critical-High 1944 1264.4 | Normal-Dry
1905 1795.4 | Normal-Wet 1925 1438.7 | Normal-Dry 1945 2134.633 | Normal-Wet
1906 4367.8 Wet 1926 1161.4 | Normal-Dry 1946 1727.115 | Normal-Wet
1907 3113.9 Wet 1927 2001.3 | Normal-Wet 1947 1121.564 | Normal-Dry
1908 1163.4 | Normal-Dry 1928 1153.7 | Normal-Dry 1948 1201.390 | Normal-Dry
1909 2900.7 Wet 1929 862.4 Dry 1949 1167.008 | Normal-Dry
1910 2041.5 | Normal-Wet 1930 859.1 Dry 1950 1317.457 | Normal-Dry
1911 3586.0 Wet 1931 480.2 | Critical-High 1951 1827.254 | Normal-Wet
1912 1043.9 | Normal-Dry 1932 2047.4 | Normal-Wet 1952 2840.854 Wet

1913 879.4 Dry 1933 1111.4 | Normal-Dry 1953 1226.830 | Normal-Dry
1914 2883.4 Wet 1934 691.5 Dry 1954 1313.993 | Normal-Dry
1915 1966.3 | Normal-Wet 1935 1923.2 | Normal-Wet 1955 1161.161 | Normal-Dry
1916 2760.5 Wet 1936 1853.3 | Normal-Wet 1956 2959.812 Wet

1917 1936.2 | Normal-Wet 1937 2208.0 | Normal-Wet 1957 1326.573 | Normal-Dry
1918 1466.8 | Normal-Wet 1938 3688.4 Wet 1958 2631.392 Wet

1919 1297.5 | Normal-Dry 1939 920.8 Dry 1959 949.456 | Normal-Dry
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Table C.

Water Year Totals in

Thousand Acre-Feet

Water |Unimpaired | SJRRP Water Water |Unimpaired | SJRRP Water Water |Unimpaired|SJRRP Water Water |Unimpaired | SJRRP Water
Year (2| Runoff [43] | Year Type [A4] | Year A2 | Runoff 3 | Year Type 4] | Year A2 | Runoff [A3] | Year Type A4] | Year [A1| Runoff [43 | Year Type [A4
1960 826.021 Dry 1980 | 2973.169 Wet 2000 | 1735.653 | Normal-Wet | | 2020 | 886.025 Dry
1961 647.428 | Critical-High 1981 1067.757 | Normal-Dry 2001 1065.318 | Normal-Dry 2021 521.853 | Ciritical-High
1962 | 1924.066 | Normal-wet | | 1982 | 3317.171 Wet 2002 | 1171.457 | Normal-Dry || 2022 | 1059.492 | Normal-Dry
1963 | 1945266 | Normal-wet | | 1983 | 4643.090 Wet 2003 | 1449.954 | Normal-Dry || 2023 | 4506.923 Wet
1964 922.351 Dry 1984 2042.750 | Normal-Wet 2004 1130.823 | Normal-Dry 2024 1757.111 | Normal-Wet
1965 2971.191 | Normal-Wet 1985 1135.975 | Normal-Dry 2005 2826.872 Wet 2025 1280.766 | Normal-Dry
1966 1298.792 | Normal-Dry 1986 3031.600 Wet 2006 3180.816 Wet
1967 3233.097 Wet 1987 756.853 Dry 2007 684.333 Dry
1968 861.894 Dry 1988 862.124 Dry 2008 | 1116.790 | Normal-Dry
1969 | 4040864 Wet 1989 939.168 | Normal-Dry || 2009 | 1455.379 | Normal-Wet
1970 1445.837 | Normal-Dry 1990 742.824 Dry 2010 2028.706 | Normal-Wet
1971 | 1416.812 | Normal-Dry || 1991 | 1027.209 | Normal-Dry || 2011 | 3304.824 Wet
1972 | 1039.249 | Normal-Dry || 1992 807.759 Dry 2012 | 831.582 Dry
1973 | 2047585 | Normal-wet | | 1993 | 2672.322 Wet 2013 | 856.626 Dry
1974 2190.308 | Normal-Wet 1994 824.097 Dry 2014 509.579 | Critical-High
1975 | 1795.922 | Normal-wet | | 1995 | 3876.370 Wet 2015 327.410 -
1976 629.234 | Critical-High 1996 2200.707 | Normal-Wet 2016 1300.613 | Normal-Dry
1977 | 361253 - 1997 | 2817.670 Wet 2017 | 4395.400 Wet
1978 3402.805 Wet 1998 3160.759 Wet 2018 1348.980 | Normal-Dry
1979 | 1829.988 | Normal-wet | | 1999 | 1527.040 | Normal-Wet | | 2019 | 2734.772 Wet
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A2. Water year is from Oct 1 through Sept 30, for example the 2010 water year began Oct 1, 2009. Unimpaired Runoff is based on Reclamation calculations, and
hypothetical water year types are shown here; actual Restoration water year types are based on the final allocation, which may sometimes differ slightly from
the calculated water year total.

A3. Also known as “Natural River” or “Unimpaired Runoff into Millerton"-This is the total runoff that would flow into Millerton Lake if
there were no dams or diversions upstream. There was a lower level of precision prior to 1945. Friant Dam uses 1.9835 conversion from cfs to AF.

A4. The six SJRRP Water Year Types are based on Unimpaired Runoff and are not updated as climatology changes as per the Settlement.
Critical-Low= <400 TAF, Critical-High=400-669.999 TAF, Dry= 670-929.999 TAF, Normal-Dry 930-1,449.999, Normal-Wet 1,450-2,500, Wet>2,500.
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Appendix D: Final Restoration Allocations and Errors

Table D1. History of Restoration Allocations

Observed
Date of Unimpaired Final Unimpaired | Unimpaired
Final Runoff Forecast | Restoration Runoff on Runoff
Allocation in Final Allocation |September 30| Forecast Allocation
Year Type Issuance[#8 | Allocation (TAF) (TAF) (TAF) Error Error
o009 | Mterim 261.5 1,455.379 — —
Flows
2010 | 'nterim 98.2 2,028.706 — —
Flows
o011 | 'Mterim 152.4 3,304.824 — —
Flows
o012 | Nterim 183 831.582 — —
Flows
2013 | Interim 65.5 856.626 — —
Flows
Restoration A5 +8.421 A5
2014 Flows Mar 3 518 0 509.579 (+1.6%) 0
Restoration -0.410
2015 Flows Sep 28 327 0 327.410 (-0.1%) 0
2016 Reitlg\r;;'on Sep 30 1,300.986 263.295 1,300.986 0 (0%) 0
Restoration +48.600
2017 Flows Jul 10 4,444 556.542 4,395.400 (+1.1%) 0
Restoration +78.021
2018 Flows May 22 1,427 280.258 1,348.979 (+5.8%) +10.503
Restoration -44.772
2019 Flows May 20 2,690 556.542 2,734,772 (-1.6%) 0
Restoration -6.025
2020 Flows June 19 880 202.197 886.025 (-0.7%) -1.345
Restoration +7.147
2021 Flows June 25 529 70.919 521.853 (+1.4%) 0
Restoration +12.508
2022 Flows May 13 1,072 232.470 1,059.492 (+1.2%) +1.684
Restoration +157.077
2023 Flows May 18 4,664 557.038 4,506.923 (+3.5%) 0
Restoration +18.889
2024 Flows May 17 1,776 329.026 1,757.111 (+1.1%) +2.646
Restoration +65.234
2025 Flows May 18 1,346 269.355 1280.766 (+5.1%) +8.602

A5. No water was provided under this Critical-High designation due to necessity for Friant Dam to release flows for
the Exchange Contract.

A6. In 2018 with the completion of Version 2.0 of the Restoration Flows Guidelines, the date of final Restoration
Allocation issuance was advanced from September 30 to May (or June under dry hydrologic conditions). This
results in greater Unimpaired Runoff Forecast error, and sometimes in greater Allocation Error.
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Table D2. History of Restoration Flow Releases

Restorati
Final URFs on Flows Restorati
Restorati | Removed URF Buffer Passing on
on from Exchange Flows Gravelly | Allocation Release
Allocation | Allocation Returns Utilized Ford Utilization Error
Year | Year Type (TAF) (TAF) (TAF) (TAF) (TAF) A7 (TAF) (TAF)
2014 | Critical- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
High
o015 | Critical- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Low
Normal- . . . . . .
2016 Dry 263.295 pending pending pending pending pending pending
2017 Wet 556.542 367.458 0 0 pending pending pending
2018 Notr)’:;a" 280.258 | 124.791 2.129 0 157596 | 280.258 0
2019 Wet 556.542 365.760 0 0 190.666 556.426 -0.116
2020 Dry 202.197 63.502 0.487 0.605 139.517 201.927 -0.270
2021 Cﬂti'gcﬁ" 70.919 0 10.425 0.902 82.247 70.919 0
2022 Notr)’:;a" 232.470 | 101.076 3.500 0 135.094 | 232.670 +0.200
2023 Wet 557.038 373.944 10.167 0 193.263 557.040 +0.002
Normal-
2024 Wet 329.026 150.473 8.700 4.447 191.542 328.868 -0.158
2025 Nogr‘;a" 269.355 87.696 0 0 pending | pending | pending

A7. Restoration Flows passing Gravelly Ford includes flood management releases which were accounted for as
meeting the Restoration Flow Schedule at Gravelly Ford.
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Appendix E: Unreleased Restoration Flow History

Table E1. URF Distributions (TAF)

Gross Gross Net Net Gross Net

Volume | Volume | Volume | Volume | Volume of | Volume of Gross

of URF of URF of URF of URF URF put URF put Volume Gross

Restoration | Sales to | Salesto | Salesto | Sales to into into of URFs Total

Year Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 | Class 2 | Exchanges | Exchanges | Spilled URF
2013 — — — — 12.694 12.694 — 12.694
2014 11.219 — 11.219 — — — 0.206 11.425
2015 — — — — — — — 0
2016 70.860 56.959 67.317 54.111 18.947 18.000 — 146.766
2017 5.474 364.967 5.200 346.716 2.491 2.366 — 372.932
2018 65.249 40.000 61.986 38.000 19.543 18.565 — 124.792
2019 — 326.954 — 310.607 16.298 15.482 22.509 365.761
2020 43.500 — 41.325 — 20.002 19.697 — 63.502
2021 — — — — — — — 0
2022 75.178 — 71.419 — 26.951 25.603 — 102.128
2023 — 372.048 — 353.446 — — — 372.049
2024 — 150.474 — 142.950 — — — 150.474
2025 42.100 37.894 39.995 35.999 7.702 7.321 — 87.696
2026 — — — — — — — —
Total 313.58 | 1349.296 | 298.461 | 1281.829 124.628 119.728 22.715 | 1810.219

2026: URF actions are not completed for this year
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Table E2. Expected URF Revenue for the Restoration Fund

Revenue Expected from | Revenue Expected from Total Expected URF
Restoration Year URF Sales URF Exchanges Revenue
2013 — — —
2014 $3,470,650 — $3,470,650
2015 — — —
2016 $9,686,790 — $9,686,790
2017 $6,990,680 — $6,990,680
2018 $6,123,858 $494,504 $6,618,362
2019 $6,393,286 $306,680 $6,699,966
2020 $8,922,481 $1,251,630 $10,174,111
2021 — $525,000 $525,000
2022 $13,488,907 $1,909,267 $15,398,173
2023 $8,129,258 — $8,129,258
2024 $3,287,850 $188,870 $3,476,720
2025 $7,103,145 — $7,103,145
2026 — — —
Total $73,596,905 $4,675,951 $78,272,855

Table E3. URF Exchanges Returned to the Program

Restoration Year | Volume Returned (TAF) Notes
2013 0 —
2014 11.425 From 2013 URF Exchange with FID, used for 2014 sales
2015 0 —
2016 0 —
2017 5.474 Returned from San Luis Reservoir, 5.200 net URF sold
2018 2.129 Returned from 2018 DEID exchange
2019 9.000 Returned to SLR from 2019 AEWSD and LTRID exchange,
transferred to CVO for San Luis Unit supply
2020 0.487 Returned from FID from 2019 exchange
2021 10.425 Returned from multi-party 2020 exchange
2022 3.500 From 2016 URF Exchange with AEWSD
2023 10.167 3.500 AEWSD, 2.000 FID, 4.667 OCID
2024 8.700 3.500 AEWSD, 0.822 DEID, 0.378 SWID, 3.000 OCID
2025 0 —
2026 Pending
Total 61.307
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Appendix F: Water Management Goal
Table F1. Final Friant Water Contract Supply

Class 1 Total Supply 800 TAF Class 2 Total Supply 1,401.475 TAF
Class 2
Contract Class 1 Volume of Class 1 as Residual Volume of Class 2
Year Declaration Uncontrolled Season Declaration as Uncontrolled Season
5 - - —
2009 100% 0% 10% 21%. Includlng residual allocation is
equivalent to 31%
J - - —
2010 100% 0% 10% 32%. Wlth.re5|dual allocation is
equivalent to 42%
9 - - —
2011 100% 0% 5% 38%. With residual allocation is
equivalent to 43%
2012 57% 0% 0% 0%
2013 62% 0% 0% 0%
2014 0% 0% 0% 0%
2015 0% 0% 0% 0%
0, 0,
2016 75_ % 12.5% (10Q TAF _used, mostly 0% 7%
Residual in April)
5 e -
2017 100% 0% 3% SQ %. UcS thrpugh m!d July. With
residual allocation equivalent to 33%
88% o - 0 0
2018 Residual 11% (88 TAF used April-May) 0% 9%.
2019 100% 0% 0% 49%
2020 65% 0% 0% 0%
2021 40% 0% 0% 0%
2022 35% 0% 0% 0%
p : -
2023 100% 0% 15% 1_8 %. UcS thr_ough Ia_te July. With
residual allocation equivalent to 33%
2024 90% pending 0% pending
2025 100% 0% 0% 0%
Notes

2009: C1/C2 declaration on 6/12/209 was 77/18, increased to 100/10 once SJRRP Interim Flows were scheduled for
10/1/2009 release.

2010: Class 2 declaration changed from 15% to 10%, but this did not impact RWA calculation which uses growing
season allocation of 15%.

2011: Class 2 declaration changed from 20% to 5%, but this did not impact RWA calculation which uses growing
season allocation of 20%.

2012: Class 1 declaration changed from 50% to 57% on 4/27/2012, but this did not impact RWA calculation which
uses growing season allocation of 50%.

2013: Final declaration made 7/15/2013.

2014, 2015: Friant Dam releases to satisfy Exchange Contract at Mendota Pool. 2014 final declaration made
5/13/2014. 2015 final declaration made 2/27/2015.

2016: 12.5% of Class 1 was released as Uncontrolled Season water. Class 1 allocation was reduced from 100% to
87.5% (including UcS) at final allocation on 7/18/2016.

2017: Uncontrolled Season through mid-July. Flood flows 1/42017-7/20/2017.

2018: 11% of Class 1 was released as Uncontrolled Season water. Class 1 allocation was reduced from 100% to
99% (including UcS) before final allocation on 9/26/2018.

2019: Uncontrolled season through 7/15/2019. Flood flows 3/15/2019-4/5/2019 and 5/21/2023-7/10/2019.

2020: Final declaration 6/24/2020.

2021: Class 1 declaration increased from 20% to 25% in November, increased to 40% in December. Late change did
not affect apportionment of RWA impact.

2022: Class 1 declaration increased from 30% to 35% in January associated with 2023 flood flows.
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2023: Flood flows 1/5/2023-2/5/2023 and 3/8/2023-7/26/2023.
2024: Final Friant declarations are pending verification

Table F2. Additional Water Supply

Gross Gross Net Net Gross Net Gross
Volume Volume Volume Volume Volume of | Volume of | Volume
of URF of URF of URF of URF URF put URF put of Gross
Restoration | Sales to Sales to Sales to Sales to into into URFs Total
Year Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 | Exchanges | Exchanges | Spilled URF
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
Table Under Development
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
Total | | ‘ |
Table F3. URF Reconciliation (URF Distribution to incorrect Class, all values TAF) 8l1A9]
URFs Sales Distributed to URFs Sales Distributed to
Restoration | Class 1 Which Should Have Error Class 2 Which Should Have Error
Year Been Distributed to Class 2 | Extinguished | Been Distributed to Class 1 | Extinguished
2020 0 Not Applicable 0 Not Applicable
2021 0 Not Applicable 0 Not Applicable
2022 0 Not Applicable 0 Not Applicable
2023 0 Not Applicable 0 Not Applicable
2024 0 Not Applicable Tier 1 (50.474) Not Applicable
2025 0 Not Applicable 0 39.995 Tler 1
extinguished

A8. Reconciliation of URFs was instituted in 2020 and will be codified in Restoration Flow Guidelines Version 2.2.

A9. All values are net (not gross) URF sales.
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